By  Donald  D.  Martin 

RICHMOND,  VA.  —  This  year’s  Kirghiz  Christians  who  study  the  Bi- 
World  Day  of  F^yer  and  Fasting  for  ble  and  worship  regularly. 

World  Evangelization  focuses  on  the  Minette  Drumwright,  director  of 
Kirghiz,  a  nomadic  people  living  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  prayer 
the  mountainous  Central  Asian  region  office,  said  she  is  asking  Southern 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  western  Baptists  —  now  and  on  the  day  of 
China.  prayer  and  fasting  —  to  ask  God  for 

The  third  annual  day  of  prayer  and  progress  in  providing  Scriptures  to  the 
fasting  is  scheduled  from  6  p.m.  June  Kirghiz,  for  additional  gospel  radio 
1  to  6  p.m.  June  2.  broadcasts,  for  greater  spiritual 

'The  Kirghiz  ( pronounced  Kir-geez)  anointing  of  Kirghiz  believers,  and  for 
people  number  atwut  22  million  and  the  evangelization  of  Kirghiz  who  live 
are  mostly  Muslims  and  nomadic  outside  the  Soviet  Union  so  they  may 
herdsmen.  They  live  in  felt-covered  become  missionaries  to  their  own 
tents,  or  >^rts,  on  some  of  the  highest  people. 

K^*hi7  u;hn  ar*.  nf  Praying for a  lost world is not a sim- 

Turkic  and  Mongolia  descent  is  hard  P*®  charge,  she  said.  A  church  that 
aiS  ^  adds  its  own  individual  touch  to  the 

and  isolated.  The  climate  is  harsh,  ^  ,  nraver  and  fastini?  will  see 

and  in  any  given  year,  only  about  60  *  pr^er  ana  tasting  wiu  see 

days  are  fi4  of  snow  on  the  ground.  K" 

Few  roads  exist  in  the  region.  During  P  ™  ‘ 

the  long  winters,  isolation  increases  F'or  example,  Tallowpod  Church  in 
for  the  nomadic  families  because  Houston  plans  to  build  on  last  year’s 
neighboring  families  must  move  ^ay  church-wide  observance  of  the  day  of 
from  each  other  to  give  their  herds  prayer  and  fasting  with  a  24-hour 
more  grazing  room  on  the  sparse  chain  of  prayer.  Individuals  and 
mountain  grasslands.  departments  of  the  4,000-member 

The  Kirghiz’  isolation  has  made  church  have  signed  up  to  pray  for  one 
them  fiercely  independent.  Soviet  hour  or  more  in  the  church’s  prayer 
authorities  tried  to  make  farmers  out  chapel,  said  Donna  Dee  Floyd,  the 
of  the  Kirghiz  by  placing  families  on  chapel  coordinator, 
collective  farms.  But  after  more  than  All  ages  are  involved.  More  than  400 
20  years  with  little  success,  Moscow  children  from  the  yarious^ildren’s 
allowed  the  Kirghiz  to  return  to  her-  choirs  will  pray  with  their  parents  at 
ding  their  livestock  as  they  have  done  the  ];hapel  June  1.  Later  that  evening, 
for  more  than  a  thousand  years.  about  80  single  adults  on  the  church’s 
Only  one  book  of  the  Bible,  Acts,  is  softball  teams  plan  to  start  their 
currently  printed  in  their  language,  games  with  prayer  for  the  Kirgiz. 
The  rest  of  the  New  Ibstament  has  After  the  games,  each  team  will  go 
been  translated  into  Kirghiz,  but  re- .  straight  from  the  playing  field  tc  the 
mains  to  be  printed.  The  Old  Testa-  chapel  to  pray.  During  a  weekend 
ment  is  now  being  translated.  Also,  retreat  on  Galveston  Island  south  of 
short  gospel  radio  messages  are  aired  Houston,  one  of  the  church’s  youth 
each  week  in  Kirghiz.  Christian  groups  plans  to  pray  for  world 
researchers  know  of  only  about  25  evangelism  at'^rhidnight  on  the 
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Editorials .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Contact  your  legislator 


State  Sen.  Irb  Benjamin  of  Rienzi 
was  one  of  26  senators  to  vote  against 
a  lottery  concept  when  it  was  before 
the  Legislature.  There  were  reports 
that  he  was  considering  changing  his 
vote  in  the  upcoming  special  session, 
but  he  has  declared  such  is  not  the 
case.  He  says  his  constituents  are 
overwhelmingly  against  it.  Now  Sen. 
Bill  Canon  of  ^lumbus  is  the  only  one 
who  opposed  the  lottery  who  is  said  to 
be  considering  a  change.  Perhaps  he 
will  stay  with  his  former  vote  also. 

Actually,  there  were  27  senators 
who  opposed  the  lottery.  Senator  Rob 
Smith  was  called  off  the  floor  just 
before  the  vote. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  com¬ 
motion  regarding  that  vote  and  the 
claim  that  those  senators  refused  to 
allow  the  public  to  vote  on  the  issue. 
This  has  been  true  especially  in  the 
Clarion-Ledger,  daily  paper  of 
Jackson.  * 

The  simple  reason  for  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  vote  by  the  people 
is  that  the  constitution  is  set  up  that 
way.  There  is  no  referendum  or  in¬ 
itiative  system  in  Mississippi.  That  is 
the  way  citizens  get  items  on  the 
ballot.  In  Mississippi  it  takes  two- 
thirds  vote  by  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature  to  get  a  constitutional 
amendment  on  the  ballot.  And  that  is 


good.  The  constitution  should  not  be 
easily  amendable.  So  far  there  hasn’t 
been  a  two-third§^  vote.  Hopefully, 
there  won’t  be.  As  the  system  is  set  up 
now,  the  legislators  must  vote  for  what 
they  feel  is  right,  not  whether  or  not 
the  people  should  have  a  chance  to 
vote. 

But  there  is  a  lot  of  pressure.  Bap¬ 
tist  people  need  to  be  in  touch  with 
their  le^lators  to  let  them  know  they 
support  the  vote  against  the  lottery. 
Gambling  would  not  provide  a  stable 
income  and  actually  could  detract 
from  education  funding.  Money  now 
going  for  education  -could  go 
elsewhere  if  we  were  to  begin  to  de¬ 
pend  on  a  lottery  to  provide  financing. 
And  the  lottery  almost  assuredly 
would  not  come  up  to  expectations. 

In  February,  Senator  Benjamin 
wrote  to  the  Baptist  Record  to  note 
why  he  is  opposed  to  a  lottery.  He  said 
that  he  personally  opposes  a  lottery, 
but  his  main  concern  is  that  only  20 
cents  of  every  $5  spent  on  the  lottery 
would  be  avaUable  for  education.  Only 
$1  out  of  $5  would  be  available  to 
Mississippi;  and  of  that  $1,  only  20 
cents  would  be  available  to  fund  the 
education  program. 

He  wrote,  “I  personally  think  it  is  a 
poor  way  to  raise  the  revenue  needed 
to  fund  educational  reform.” 


I  agr^.  And  one  of  the  main 
reasons  is  that  the  children  who  would 
be  provided  an  education  by  means  of 
a  lottery  would  be  given  to  understand 
that  a  lottery  and  any  method  of 
gambling  would  be  all  right.  That 
would  be  a  powerful  and  dangerous 
lesson.  And  it  would  result  in  money 
leaving  Mississippi,  not  bringing 
money  in. 

On  the  matter  of  a  vote  on  the 
Nevada  Gaming  Commission,  the 
scene  switches  to  the  House.  The 
Senate  has  already  passed  it,  and  pro¬ 
bably  it  will  come  before  the  House  in 
the  special  session. 

We  don’t  need  a  gaming  commis¬ 
sion  of  any  sort,  for  to  have  one  would 
open  the  door  even  further  for  gambl¬ 
ing.  All  we  have  now  is  riverboat 
gambling,  and  perhaps  we  can  get  rid 
of  that  if  we  hold  the  line.  Our 
neighbor  states  don’t  allow  it,  so  the 
opportunities  are  limited.  Gambling 
can  be  done  only  in  Mississippi 
waters. 

In  addition,  the  Nevada  Gaming 
Commission  bill  would  establish  con¬ 
trol  over  ^mbling  of  all  types  in 
Mississippi.  It  would  be  patterned 
after  the  Nevada  law.  People  who  are 
licensed  to  have  gambling 
establishments  in  Nevada  could  come 
into  Mississippi  and  put  in  gambling 


Baptist  hero 


The  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  named  Jack  Johnson,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  in  Arizona,  to  become 
the  new  president  of  the  Fort  Worth 
based  commission,  succeeding  Jim¬ 
my  Allen,  who  resigned  a  little  more 
than  a  year  ago. 

Johnson  is  to  be  congratulated.  He 
will  be  taking  the  reins  of  an  exciting 
institution  in  Southern  Baptist  life.  He 
is  an  able  (^rson  and  should  be  one 
who  can  bring  the  commission  to  its 
highest  potential. 

The  new  president  has  been  a  friend 
since  the  editor  served  in  a  like 
capacity  in  California,  and  he  has 
always  been  held  in  highest  regard. 
His  is  a  very  engaging  personality. 

This  piece,  however,  is  not  to  be 
focused  solely  on  th$  new  president. 
In  discussing  the  circumstances  at  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission,  the 
name  of  Dick  McCartney  must  go 
down  in  history  without  fail.  McCart¬ 
ney,  who  was  called  to  the  commission 
about  two  years  ago  as  executivevicp, 
president,  has  been  acting  pr«»dent' 
since  the  resignation  of  AUm.  His  was 
the  task  of  operating  the  commission 
from  the  time  he  arrived.  With  the 
departure  of  Allen,  he  became  the 
person  solely  responsible  for  its 
welfare,  and  it  was  in  serious  finan¬ 
cial  difficulty  when  he  arrived.  The 
ACTS  Network  had  put  the  institution 
in  a  bind,  it  had  borrowed  $10  million 
on  which  it  couldn’t  maintain  the 
payments;  it  had  hoped  to  sell  the 


ACTS  Network  to  get  the  $10  million 
needed,  and  the  sale  didn’t  go  through. 

Patiently  but  with  inordinate 
courage,  McCartney  began  to  make 
the  commission  fiscally  accountable 
and  to  put  the  pieces  back  together.  He 
accomplished  this  in  the  short  time  he 
had  in  which  to  do  it.  When  Johnson 
takes  over  the  reins,  the  commission 
will  be  a  solid,  viable  agency. 

I  have  known  McCartney  for 
perhaps  30  years.  He  was  public  rela¬ 
tions  director  for  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of- 
Texas  when  I  was  associate  editor  of 
the  Baptist  Standard.  He  went  to  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission 
from  being  the  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Messenger  in  Oklahoma. 

One  evening,  standing  outside  a 
hotel  in  Fort  Worth,  then  R-TV  Presi¬ 
dent  Allen  asked  me  who  I  thought 
would  be  the  man  to  come  in  and  take 
over  the  day  to  day  operations  of  the 
commission.  Without  hesitation  I 
answered,  “Dick  McCartney.”  I  was 
not  the  only  one  to  give  such  advice. 
‘  *<Di(^,  who  is  62,  is  not  likely  to  get 
a  ehanCcf  tohie^of  such  service  again 
or  to  head  up^eh  aq  organization  as 
the  R-TVComn\issio(J9«)|^|^ra  bap¬ 
tists  need  to  be  awdre  of  Iflnk 
He  is  a  Southern  Baptist  hero.  IBs 
name  needs  to  go  down  in  the  annals 
of  our  histo^. 

We  owe  him  a  debt  that  is  larger 
than  any  of  us  realizes. 

And  with  that  we  will  say  to  Jack 
Johnson,  “Best  wishes  as  you  take  up 


this  torch  that  has  been  so  admirably 
borne  and  carry  it  on  to  greater 
heights  than  have  been  realized 
heretofore.” 

Those  who  watch  the  proceedings  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  on 
the  ACTS  Network  will  see  Dick 
McCartney  in  a  commentary  ^le. 
Watch  it,  and  salute  him. 

Jimmy  Allen  had  the  vision  that 
made  ACTS  possible.  Dick  McCartney 
was  there  to  make  it  work  when  it 
seemed  there  was  no  way.  Jack 
Johnson  will  have  the  opportunity  and 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  out  its 
ministry.  And  I  will  be  able  to  sit  in 
my  home  and  watch  Roy  Honeycutt, 
J(^  Watts,  Wayne  Ward,  and  Pamela 
Scalise  of  Southern  Seminary  engage 
in  a  marvelous  Bible  study.  Or  I  may 
watch  as  Bill  Tblar  of  Southwestern 
Seminary  teaches  the  Sunday  School 
lesson. 

That  is  a  wonderful  privilege. 

There  is  no  failure  except  in  no 
longer  trying.  —  Elbert  Huobard 

“Such  a  lot  of  nonsense  is  talked 
about  young  people  Youth  has  no 
respect  for  age  Young  men  are  in¬ 
dolent  and  insolent.  Young  women  are 
indecorous  in  their  speech,  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  their  dr^.”  Which  daily 
paper  do  you  think  wrote  that?  It  was 
Peter  the  Hermit  in  1061. 

He  who  can  take  advice  is 
sometimes  superior  to  him  who  can 
give  it.  —  Karl  von  Knebel 


establishments.  Then  they  would  be 
subject  to  the  Nevada  law  which 
would  have  been  superimposed  onto 
the  Mississippi  legal  system. 

We  surely  do  not  want  this  sort  of 
horse  collar  put  on  us.  We  don’t  need 
gambling  at  all ;  but  if  it  is  forced  upon 
us,  we  n^  to  be  able  to  control  it  with 
our  own  laws. 

Mississippi  Baptists  need  to  be  in 
touch  with  both  houses  of  the 


Legislature  to  let  those  folks  know  how 
we  feel.  And  it  needs  to  be  done  before 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  for 
the  special  session  starts  immediately 
thereafter.  And  if  we  don’t  contact  our 
representatives  and  senators,  th^  are 
almost  defenseless  against  those  who 
do. 

We  surely  need  to  let  those  27 
senators  who  have  opposed  the  lottery 
know  that  we  support  them. 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  meanings  of 
associational  missions 


By  Emmett  Wade 


Associational  missions  means 
many  things  to  many  people. 

For  me  it  means  excellence  in  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ,  whom  I  have 
determined  to  serve  all  of  my  days. 

It  means  teambuilding.  Associa¬ 
tions  are  often  described  in  terms 
such  as  “Churches  on  missions  in 
their  setting.”  “Churches  laboring 
together  with  God.”  “Churches  on 
missions  together.”  “A  family  of  chur¬ 
ches.”  Tbamwork  among  the  churches 
is  essential  if  there  is  to  be  a  strategy 
to  reach  all  people  with  the  Gosp^. 
Teamwork  in  my  association  is  i^t 
observed  in  the  roles  of  the  qjission 
performance  program  directors. 
These  persons,  together  with  my 
director  of  missions,  constitute  the 
associational  council. 

It  means  effectiveness.  The 
measure  of  achievement  of  my 
association’s  intentions  or  the  desired 
results  —  the  criteria  being  the  plan¬ 
ning  process  —  planning  that  is  goal 
oriented  or  how  to  get  from  here  to 
there,  planning  that  is  consistent  with 
the  association^  organizational  struc¬ 
ture,  planning  that  involves  people 
who  will  implement  the  plans,  plann¬ 
ing  that  se^  to  achieve  our  par¬ 
ticular  needs. 


It  means  efficiency,  properly 
managing  resources  for  achieving  the 
objectives  of  our  association. 
Resources  include  such  things  as 
money,  time,  talent,  and  facilities. 

It  means  establishing  communica¬ 
tions  with  pastors,  staff  members, 
volunteer  workers,  and  others  so  that 
appropriate  relationships  are 
established. 

It  means  working  together  in  mis¬ 
sion  action  activities,  ministry,  impor¬ 
tunities,  and  church  growth  promts. 

It  means  “Train  —  Retrain  —  Re¬ 
educate  —  or  Die.” 

It  means  providing  resources  and 
services  to  church  and  associational 
leaders  for  accomplishing  their 
mission. 

It  means  developing  harmony  and 
fellowship  among  churches  and 
church  leaders  and  members. 

It  means  a  future  with  a  heart  for 
missions,  a  strate^  for  helping  chur¬ 
ches  reach  people,  goal  setting  to 
motivate  us,  and  commitment  to 
witness. 

It  means  being  “One  Part  of  a  World 
Mission  Program.” 

Emmett  Wade  is  director  of 
religious  education  for  Northwest 
Association. 


FMB  names  Palmers 
missionaries  to  Nicaragua 


The  Second  Front  Page 


|im  and  Viola  Palmer 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  (BP)  — 
Jim  and  Viola  Palmer,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  to  Honduras,  have 
been  named  liaisons  to  Nicaragua  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  ) 

The  Palmers  will  work  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Baptist  communities  in 
Nicaragua,  said  Joe  Bruce,  the 
board’s  area  director  for  Middle 
America  and  Canada.  The  couple  wiU 
coordinate  and  provide  logistical  sup¬ 
port  for  volunteers,  projects,  and 
ministries  provided  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  to  Nicaraguan  Bap¬ 
tists,  he  said. 


The  Palmers,  who  have  worked  in 
Honduras  since-  1981,  will  move  to 
Managua,  Nicaragua’s  capital,  in  Ju¬ 
ly.  With  their  transfer,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  will  have  missionaries  in  all  Cen¬ 
tral  American  countries'. 

Palmer,  from  Marshall,  Itexas,  is 
national  director  for  Christian  social 
ministries  for  Honduran  Baptists.  He 
helps  local  Baptist  churches  find  ways 
to  minister  through  medical, 
agricultural,  well-drilling,  and  voca¬ 
tional  training  programs.  Mrs. 
Palmer,  the  former  Viola  Mon¬ 
tgomery  from  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
teaches  nutrition  and  food  preserva¬ 
tion  and  assists  in  medical  work. 

ThQ'  have  two  children,  Jeremy,  13, 
and  Rebekah,  10. 

The  Palmers  and  mission  board  of¬ 
ficials  met  with  Nicaraguan  Baptist 
leaders  April  30  in  Managua  to  com¬ 
plete  plans  for  the  new  liaison  role 
The  Baptist  Convention  of 
Nicaragua’s  board  of  directors  ap>- 
proved  the  proposal  for  the  liaison 
May  3,  said  'Ibmas  Tellez,  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  executive  secretary.  Foreign 
Mission  Board  trustees  already  had 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Annuity  insurance 
moves  to  Prudential 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  All  medical,  life 
and  disability  insurance  plans  of  the 
Annuity  Board  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  will  change  from  the  Aet¬ 
na  Life  Insurance  Company  to  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Company  of 
America  July  1.  No  benefit  changes 
will  occur. 

The  carrier  change  won’t  keep 
premium  rates  for  the  church  medical 
plan  from  rising  on  the  same  day,  but 
Annuity  Board  President  Paul  W. 
Powell  said  he  hopes  this  will  be  a  step 
to  bring  costs  under  control.  July  1 
rates  will  be  announced  later  in  May, 
he  said. 

An  agreement  to  change  carriers 
was  reached  May  1  when  Annuity 
Board  trustees  met  with  Allen  M. 
Haight,  senior  vice  president,  group 
department  of  Prudential. 

“I  am  immensely  pleased  to 
establish  a  very  promising  relation¬ 
ship  with  one  of  the  world’s  great  in¬ 
surance  companies,”  Powell  said. 
“The  cre'ativity  with  which  they  ap¬ 
proached  our  problems  gives  us  real 
hope  for  the  future. 

Prudential  is  uniquely  qualified  to 


ACTS  of  Laurel  chosen 
“affiliate  of  the  year” 


Two  Mississippi  affiliates  were 
honored  at  the  fifth  annual  American 
Christian  Television  System  Awards 
Ceremony  at  'IVavis  Avenue  Church,< 
Fort  Worth,  on  May  17. 

ACTS  of  Laurel  took  top  honors  as 
afhliate  of  the  year  and  was  recogniz¬ 
ed  for  best  events  coverage  series  for 
“Football  ’89.” 

The  Lebanon  ACTS  Board  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  was  honored  in  the  commer- 
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Bush  declines  invitation 
to  speak  in  New  Orleans 


administer  a  pn^ram  of  our  size  and 
complexity.” 

Annual  premium  income  for  Annui¬ 
ty  Board  plans  exceeds  $100  million 
for  church  and  group  insurance  pro¬ 
grams.  While  life  and  disability  plans 
have  flourished,  the  medical  plans 
have  struggled. 

For  three-and-a-half  years  the 
Church  Comprehensive  M^ical  Plan 
has  suffered  a  drain  on  reserves  as 
claims  consistently  exceeded 
premium  dollars  available.  Caught  in 
the  same  national  phenomenon  of  ris¬ 
ing  medical  costs,  the  Group  Com¬ 
prehensive  Medical  Plan  had  com¬ 
parable  experience  until  this  year 
when  it  seems  to  have  stabilized. 
There  will  be  no  mid-year  rate  in¬ 
crease  in  the  group  medical  plan, 
Powell  said. 

“We  saw  our  voluntary  reserves  in 
the  church  plan  shrink  by  more  than 
$31  million  since  1984  to  about  $5 
million  at  the  end  of  March,”  said 
Harold  D.  Richardson,  Annuity  Board 
treasurer.  “That  did  not  mean  we 
were  almost  broke.  It  just  meant  we 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


cial  public  service  announcement 
catiSgory  for  “The' Nutcracker” 
Other  awards  ndminees  'from 
Miaaissippi-uinclwied;  Christian 
message,  Rankin  County  ACTS,  Bran¬ 
don  ;  commercial  public  service  an¬ 
nouncement,  ACrre-14  of  Jackson; 
religious  series  and  events  coverage 
special.  Cable  6  of  Hattiesburg; 
CJiristmas  special.  First  Church, 
Jackson;  and  human  interest  special, 
ACTS  of  Laurel. 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  - 
President  (Jeorge  Bush  has  declined 
an  invitation  to  speak  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  next  month  after 
some  Baptist  leaders  disapproved 
that  he  hosted  gay  and  lesbian  leaders 
at  an  April  White  House  ceremony. 

SBC  President  Jerry  Vines  and  a 
handful  of  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
reportedly  discussed  "disinviting”  the 
president  in  a  conference  call  May  10. 
But  the  SBC  Committee  on  Order  of 
Business,  which  is  responsible  for  ar¬ 
ranging  the  program  for  the  annual 
convention,  was  not  involved  in  the 
discussion  nor  immediately  informed 
of  Bush’s  decision. 

“Conservative”  leaders  have  been 
up^t  since  Bush  invited  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Thsk 
Force  to  join  other  minority  activities 
at  a  White  House  ceremony  April  24 
to  witness  Bush’s  signing  of  new 
federal  legislation  requiring  records 
on  hate  crimes. 

Vines,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  raised  the  gay 
issue  with  the  White  House  and  ask¬ 
ed  that  Bush  consider  those  objections 
in  his  decision  whether  or  not  to  speak 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


By  Greg  Warner 

June  12-14  in  New  Orleans,  a  Bush 
spokesman  said. 

“He  wanted  us  to  be  aware  of  the 
fact .  .  .  that  some  ‘conservatives’ 
might  raise  the  (^y)  issue,”  said 
Doug  Wead,  Bush’s  liaison  to  religious 
organizations.  “He  didn’t  want  to  see 
the  President  embarrassed  or  the 
meeting  disrupted.” 

Accot^iqg  to  Wead,  Vines  also 
pointed  out  “some  moderate  and 
liberal  Southern  Baptists”  were  op¬ 
posed  to  the  President’s  speaking  at 
the  convention  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Wead  said  the  President 
declined  the  invitation  —  which  the 
White  House  had  sought  —  because  of 
a  schedule  conflict. 

But  Wead  acknowledged  the  gay 
dispute  was  part  of  the  discussion.  He 
said  he  sympathized  with  Southern 
Baptists  upset  about  the  presence  of 
ga^  at  the  signing  ceremony.  “The 
concern  was  not  just  these  homosex¬ 
ual  leaders  being  invited  to  the  White 
House,  but  some  of  these  are  anti- 
reli^ous  bigots,”  he  explained. 

Richard  llmd,  executive  director  of 
the  SBC  Christian  Life  Commission, 
complained  in  a  letter  to  Bush  April 
30,  “The  White  House  should  not  be 


giving  its  sanction  and  implicit  ap¬ 
proval  to  such  groups,”  Land  wrote. 

Land  and  a  handful  of  other  Baptist 
leaders  reportedly  discussed  “disin¬ 
viting”  the  President  in  a  conference 
call  with  Vines  May  10.  Land  would 
not  say  who  took  part  in  the  discussion 
other  than  Vines. 

But  Land,  who  said  he  took  part  in 
the  conference  call  at  the  invitation  of 
Vines,  said  he  told  the  SBC  leaders  he 
did  not  object  to  the  President’s  ad¬ 
dressing  the  SBC.  “I  made  it  clear  to 
Jerry  that  I  would  not  perceive  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  president  as  in  any  way 
undercutting  the  CLC  or  our  letter  ob¬ 
jecting  to  the  presence  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  'Task  Force  at  the  bill  sign¬ 
ing,”  Land  told  the  Florida  Baptist 
Witness,  newsjournal  of  the  Florida 
Baptist  Convention. 

Vines,  who  was  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
for  a  conference  hosted  by  Bellevue 
CIhurch  where  former  SBC  president 
Adrian  Rogers  is  pastor,  did  no4  return 
telephone  calls  to  inquire  about  the 
matter. 

Ike  Reighard,  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Order  of  Business,  told  the 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Albania  eases  religion  ban 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Religious 
oppression  reportedly  has  been  eas¬ 
ed  in  Albania,  the  only  country  in  the 
world  to  ban  all  faiths. 

Already,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  officials  are  preparing 
for  new  opportunities  that  may 
develop  in  the  Eastern  European 
country. 

The  Albanian  Communist  Party’s 
official  newspaper,  Zeri  i  Popullit,  has 
reported  the  country’s  parliament^ 
adopted  a  number  of  reforms  May  8,' 
including  one  related  to  religious  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  nation  of  3.2  million 
people. 

Under  the  new  law,  engaging  in 
“religious  propaganda”  report^ly  no 
longer  is  listed  in  the  penal  code  as  a 
crime  against  the  state. 

However,  the  newspaper  reported 
that  one  of  the  authors  of  the  reforms. 
Alex  Luarasi,  emphasized  that  no 
plans  exist  to  reopen  the  mosques  and 
church  buildings  closed  after  the  com¬ 
munist  government  launched  a 
sweeping  effort  to  create  a  pure 
atheistic  state  in  1967. 

Southern  Baptist  workers  in  Europe 
are  monitoring  developments  in  the 
country,  said  Keith  Parker,  who 
directs  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
work  in  Europe,  “in  the  hopes  that  we 
can  implement  additional  strategy.” 

As  soon  as  opportunity  permits, 
“We  would  want  to  give  assistance  to 
strengthen  the  churches  in  Albania 


By  Art  Toalston 

and  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,”  added  Isam  Ballenger,  Foreign 
Mission  Board  vice  president  for 
Europe,  the  Middle  East  and  North 
•Africa.  “We  would  want  to  honor  their 
perseverance  and  to  learn  from  their 
experiences.” 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  current¬ 
ly  provides  $30,000  a  year  to  help  fund 
Albanian-language  broadcasts  beam¬ 
ed  toward  an  estimated  325,000  radio 
sets  in  Albania  via  a  l-million-watt 
Trans  World  Radio  transmitter  in 
France.  The  speaker  is  an  Albanian 
(Christian  convert  who  formerly  was 
jailed  for  his  faith.  His  15-minute 
broadcasts  are  aired  seven  days  a 
week. 

Just  a  few  days  ago,  the  broadcast 
received  its  first-ever  letter  from  an 
evangelical  believer  in  Albania, 
Parker  noted. 

“There  definitely  are  evangelical 
Christian  believers  in  Albania  who 
have  had  a  salvation  experience,”  he 
added.  “I  have  no  idea  of  numbers.  I 
have  heard  Figures  as  low  as  20  and  as 
high  as  a  few  hundred.” 

Parker  told  of  interviews  with  Alba¬ 
nians  shewn  on  German  television 
Ma^  10.  One  man  was  asked  about 
behef  in  God.  “Oh,  I  am  a  believing 
Christian,”  he  replied,  using  a  word 
denoting  a  true  believer,  not  a  token 
CJhristian. 

“His  eyes  got  soft  and  he  said,  T 


really  believe  in  Christ,’  ”  Parker  re¬ 
counted.  “Then  suddenly  you  could 
see  him  realize  that  the  camera  was 
upon  him.”  'The  commentator  then  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  man  still  was  fearful 
of  being  persecuted,  Parker  said. 

In  1967,  when  communist  leaders 
ordered  the  closing  of  all  places  of 
worship  2,169  mosques,  churches,  and 
convents  were  destroyed  or  converted 
to  secular  use.  Some  70  percent  of 
Albanians  come  from  Muslim 
backgrounds. 

Another  20  percent  were  affiliated 
with  the  Albanian  Orthodox  Church, 
and  10  percent  were  Roman  Catholics. 
Protestants  were  only  a  tiny  minority. 

Under  the  former  penal  code, 
religious  propaganda  was  listed  as  a 
form  of  “anti-state  agitation” 
punishable  by  a  jail  term  of  three  to 
10  years. 

According  to  one  1984  estimate, 
underground  believers  represent 
about  26  percent  of  the  population  — 
21  percent  are  Muslim ;  5  percent  are 
Christian.  The  country  is  rich  in 
religious  tradition.  It  became 
predominantly  Muslim  during  a 
series  of  mass  conversions  in  the  17th 
and  18th  centuries.  Centuries  earlier, 
however,  the  Apostle  Paul  had  preach¬ 
ed  in  Albania,  then  known  as  II- 
lyricum,  according  to  Chapter  15  in 
the  New  Testament  book  of  Romans. 

Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 
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Montoya  as  “minority  of  one* 
makes  “alternative  nominations” 


Jerry  Glower  to  speak 
at  Brotherhood  breakfast 


GRAVETTE,  Ark.  (BP)  -  A 
minority  report  containing  32  “alter¬ 
nate  nominations’’  to  the  report  (rf  the 
1990  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Committee  on  Nominations  has  beep 
released  by  committee  member 
David  Montoya. 

Montoya,  the  Arkansas  clergy 
representative  on  the  66-member 
Committee  on  Nominations,  announc¬ 
ed  following  the  March  meeting  of  the 
group  he  would  challenge  some  of  the 
132  people  nominated  to  serve  on  the 
boards’  trust  of  the  24  entities  of  the 
SBC. 

The  pastor  of  First  Baptist  C^iurch 
of  Gravette,  Ark.,  said;  “I  decided  to 
make  this  challenge  while  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations.  As  a  member,  I  heard 
and  observed  things  which  saddened 
my  heart.  Throughout  the  meeting  I 
saw  evidence  of  a  political  machine 
using  the  system  to  reward  and 
control. 

“The  challenges  I  am  making  to  the 
committee  recommendations  are  bas¬ 
ed  upon  information  obtained  from  in¬ 
dividuals  in  places  of  leadership 


throughout  our  convention  who  wish 
for  nothing  else  than  to  see  this 
political  perversity  stop. 

“The  individuals  being  challenged 
are  either  currently  involved  in  the 
takeover  tactics  which  have  introduc¬ 
ed  precinct-type  political  machinery 
into  our  convention,  or  else  have  been 
openly  supportive  of  such  activity. 

“There  is  no  motive  of  retaliation  or 
theological  exclusion  in  these 
challenges.  The  purpose  is  to  offer  an 
opportiuiity  to  truly  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  the  Peace  Committee’s  call 
for  fairness  and  inclusiveness.’’ 

Monto^,  who  said  he  is  acting  as 
a  minority  of  one,  said  he  will  try  to 
present  the  report  as  a  substitute  mo¬ 
tion  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations. 

“I  may  be  prevented  from  reaching 
a  mike.  If  I  cannot  do  this,  I  pray  so¬ 
meone  else  will,”  he  said. 

He  added  if  the  chair  rules  the  ef¬ 
fort  out  of  order,  the  convention  can 
appeal  the  decision  and  call  for  a 
ballot. 

If  those  approaches  fail,  Montoya 


said  the  alternate  nominations  can  be 
introduced  from  the  floor. 

Montoya  said  he  had  written  SBC 
President  Jerry  Vines  “and  informed 
him  of  what  I  intend  to  do.” 

Vines  told  Baptist  Press  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  Montoya.  “I 
believe  it  would  be  inappropriate  for 
me  to  discuss  private  correspondence 
in  the  public  media,”  Vines  said.  “I 
assure  Southern  Baptists  that  with  the 
help  of  the  Lord  and  their  prayers,  I 
will  make  every  effort  to  treat  every 
messenger  fairly  and  equitably  under 
the  rules.” 

Montoya’s  “alternative  nomina¬ 
tions”  involving  Mississippians  in¬ 
clude  David  Spencer,  to  be  nominated 
to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  to 
replace  Randy  Davis  of  Van  Cleave, 
who  was  nominated  to  a  full  term; 
and  W.  W.  Walley,  to  the  Christian  Life 
Commission,  replacing  Curtis  W. 
Caine  of  Jackson,  who  was  nominated 
to  a  second  term.  Spencer  is  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Long  Beach;  Walley  is 
a  medical  doctor  a^  member  of  First 
Church,  Waynesboro. 


MEMPHIS,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  Cwne- 
dian  Jeriy  Clower  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Brotherhood  Breakfast  at  7 
a.m.,  Wednesday,  June  13,  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  in  New  Orleans. 

Oower,  an  award-winning  Christian 
entertainer,  will  present  the  Nati<mal 
Jerry  Clower  Award  to  Howard 
mons  <rf  MoOTesville,  N.C.  Ammons  is 
the  winner  of  the  1990  National  High 
School  Baptist  Young  Men’s  Missimis 
Speak  Out  competition  and  will  pre¬ 
sent  his  speech  at  the  breakfast.  The 
award  was  named  for  Clower,  a 
former  Royal  Ambassador  counselor, 
in  1964. 

Royal  AmbassackHTs  is  the  Southmi 
Baptist  misskms  organization  for 
boys. 

A  first  at  the  ineakfast  will  be  the 
presentation  of  the  International 
Legion  (rf  Royal  Ambassadnr  Leadors’ 
Award  of  Merit.  The  Award  Moit 
is  the  highest  RA  leadership  award 
given  by  the  Brotherhood  (commis¬ 
sion.  Twlve  people  were  named  to 
receive  this  awai^. 

‘The  inauguration  of  the  Award  of 
Merit  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
recognize  outstanding  RA  leader^ip 
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both  past  and  present,”  said  James  H. 
Smith,  Brotherhood  Commission 
president. 

Receiving  the  Award  of  Merit  are  J. 
lyyloy  Bisb(^  Plainview,  Texas;  Ed¬ 
die  Hurt,  Shawnee,  Okla.;  Bill 
Jackson,  ^^Meboro,  N.C.;  Cotton 
Bridges,  Plano,  Texas;  R.A.  Carlton 
Jr.,  Satellite  Beach,  Fla.;  Jesse  Chm- 
ningham,  Springfield,  Ma;  Bob  Fay, 
Mooresville,  N.C.;  John  Henson, 
Checotah,  C^a.;  William  Montague, 
Columbia,  S.C.;  Dave  Prichard, 
BethaiQ^,  dkla. ;  Mike  Rivers,  Athens, 
Ga.;  and  Hah  Weaver  Jr.,  Housttm. 

Posthumous  awards  will  be  given  in 
memory  of  Jim  Bethea,  Montgomeiy. 
Ala.,  and  Norman  Godfrey  and  Glen- 
don  McCullough  Memphis. 

Award  of  Merit  winners  r^wesent 
church,  associational,  state  and  na¬ 
tional  levels  of  weak:  within  RAs. 

Tickets  for  the  breakfast  arc 
available  by  mail  until  June  by 
writing  to  S^  Brodierhood  Break&st 
Ticket  Brotherhood  Commissioi, 
1548  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
38104,  or  until  noon  June  12  from  the 
Missions  Day  Camp  R^tration  area 
or  the  Brotherhood  Commission 
Booth  during  the  ccmventkm.  Cost  for 
the  breakfast  is  $12.50. 
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Do  work  of  evangelist’ 
FMB  names  missionaries  to  Nicaragua  will  be  conference  theme 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
approved  the  proposed  plan  Feb.  14. 

The  Palmers’  survey  trip  to 
Nicaragua  came  just  days  after  the 
country’s  new  president,  Violeta  Bar¬ 
rios  de  Chamorro,  took  office  April  25. 
Chamorro  represents  the  National 
Opposition  Union,  or  UNO,  a  14-party 
coalition  whose  members  embrace  a 
wide  range  of  political  views.  She 
defeated  Daniel  Ortega,  Nicaragua’s 
president  since  1984,  in  elections  Feb. 
25.  Ortega  leads  the  Sandinista  Na¬ 
tional  Liberation  Front,  which  rose  to 
power  in  1979  after  overthrowing  dic¬ 
tator  Anastasio  Somoza. 

During  the  visit.  Palmer  found 
Nicaraguans  wondering  what’s  ahead 
for  their  country.  “I  think  there  is  a 
lot  of  apprehension  as  to  what  kind  of 
changes  the  new  government  will 
make^”  he  said.  ‘The  country  is  very 
polarized.  'There  are  people  who  have 
strong  feelings  on  both  sides  of  the 
issue.” 

Political  polarization  also  exists 
among  Nicaraguan  Baptists,  Palmer 
said.  In  light  of  that,  “I  think  one  of 
our  greatest  challenges  will  be  to 
simply  model  a  servant  role  that  is 
devoid  of  political  content,”  he  said. 

Palmer  admitted  he  and  his  family 
have  some  fears  about  going  to 
Nicaragua  during  this  time  of 
political  change.  “We  feel  very  com- 


Error  in  annuals 

relates  to  finances 

. 

The  1989  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  annuals  recently  mailed  to 
churches  have  an  error  related  to 
church  finances.  Listed  as  “property 
local  debt”  is  “total  amount  spent  on 
all  local  things.”  So  it  appears  that 
niany  churches  are  in  debt  when  in 
actuality  they  are  not. 

The  error  first  came  to  light  when 
a  prospective  pastor  asked  a  search 
committee  about  the  church’s  debt. 
“The  committee  members  said  the 
church  was  debt  free  and  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Board”  was  called  to  ask  about 
the  non-debt.”  said  Tim  Nicholas,, 
director  of  communications,  MBCB. 
The  MBCB  regrets  this  error.” 


fortable  about  our  work  in  Hon¬ 
duras  ...  so  to  leave  that  and  go  into 
a  situation  where  there  are  a  lot  of 
unknowns  was  a  difficult  decision  for 
us  to  make.” 

But,  he  added,  “We  still  feel  a  sense 
of  commitment  and  still  feel  a  peace 
about  our  decision  to  go.  We  feel  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Lord  is  guiding  us  in 
this  direction.  We  are  trusting  him 
just  as  we  did  when  he  brought  us  to 
Honduras  nine  years  ago.” 

During  the  trip,  the  Palmers  said 
they  were  warmly  received  by 
Nicaraguan  Baptists.  ‘They  are  anx¬ 
ious  for  Southern  Baptists  to  work 
with  them  again,  and  yet  they  were 
very  sensitive  to  recognize  that  we  are 
different  from  each  other.  But  we 
choose  to  coo{Krate  because  of  our 
unity  as  Baptists  and  as  Christian 
believers,”  said  Palmer. 

No  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
have  been  assigned  to  Nicaragua 
since  1983,  when  the  Baptist  (inven¬ 
tion  of  Nicaragua  advised  furloughing 
missionaries  not  to  return  because 
their  physical  safety  could  not  be 
guaranty.  At  that  time,  political  ten¬ 
sions  were  mounting  between  the 
United  States  and  Nicaragua  follow¬ 
ing  the  1979  Sandinista  revolution 
there. 

Since  then  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  maintained  contact  with 


Urgent! 

Help  needed 
for  Chile 

Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  needs  two  volunteers  to  go 
to  Santiago,  (Thile,  July  12-24,  to 
teach  VBS  to  the  missionary 
children,  ac9ording  to  Monica 
Keathley,  coreultant,  state  WMU. 

One  volunteer  is  needed  to  work 
with  preschool  children,  and  one  is 
needed  to  work  with  kindergarten 
through  first  graders.  The  cost  for 
this  trip  is  $1,435.00. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  is  ask¬ 
ed  to  call  Monica  Keathley  at 
968-3800  as  soon  as  possible. 


Nicaraguan  Baptist  leaders  and  pro¬ 
vided  funds  for  disaster  and  hunger 
relief  and  literature  ministry,  Bruce 
said. 

The  new  liaison  relationship  will  be 
“mutually  beneficial”  for  ^uthern 
Baptists  and  Nicaraguan  Baptists, 
Tellez  said.  “Nicaraguan  Baptists  will 
be  blessed  by  having  the  door  open  to 
the  community  of  ^uthem  Baptists 
in  the  United  States,”  he  said. 
“Southern  Baptists  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  carry  on  the  mission  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  dhrist  in  Nicaragua 
and  to  understand  how  we  are  living 
our  faith  in  a  context  of  social  tur¬ 
moil.” 

While  in  Nicaragua,  the  Palmers 
and  board  officials  attended  the  April 
29  dedication  of  a  new  building  for 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  on  Ck)rn 
Island. 

The  historic  church,  demolished  by 
Hurricane  Joan  in  1988,  was  rebuilt 

Southern  Baptist  volunteers  in 
January  and  February.  Palmer 
helped  on  one  of  the  construction 
teams. 

When  he  returned  to  Honduras  from 
that  construction  trip.  Palmer  said  he 
encouraged  others  to  pray  about  the 
possibility  of  Southern  Baptists  sen¬ 
ding  personnel  there,  “never  thinking 
that  it  might  be  us.” 


Brown-Davis 
meet  cancelled 

The  Brown-Davis  Conference 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  May  26,  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  has 
been  cancelled. 

The  conference  will  be  rescheduled 
later  this  year,  according  to  Richard 
Brogan,  consultant.  Cooperative  Mis¬ 
sions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


It  is  not  just  as  we  take  it, 

This  mystical  world  of  ours. 

Life’s  field  will  yield  as  we  make  it 
A  harvest  of  thorns  or  of  flowers. 
—Johann  W.  von  Goethe,  1749-1832 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  “Do  the 
Work  of  an  Evangelist”  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  32nd  annual  Conference 
(A  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  June 
13  at  1 : 15  p.m.  in  the  Louisiana  Super- 
dome  in  New  Orleans. 

The  conferoice  is  amo^  more  than 
a  dozen  auxiliary  meetings  held  in 
conjunctimi  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
C(Hivention  annual  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  June  12-14. 

Conference  speakers  and  their 
message  topics  will  be  Zig  Zi^ar, 
motivational  speaker  from  Dallas, 
“Doing  the  Work  of  an  Evangelist  as 
a  Layman;”  Steve  Hale,  evangelist 
frtMn  Evansville,  Ind.,  “Doing  the 
Work  of  an  Evangelist  as  an 
Evangelist;”  Homer  Lindsay  Jr., 
^tor  of  First  Church  (tf  Jadcsonville, 
Fla.,  “Doing  the  Work  of  an 
Evangelist  as  a  Pastor;’’  Joel 
Gr^ory,  p^tor  of  'Travis  Avenue 
Chimch  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  “poing 
the  Work  of  an  Evangelist  as  a 
Preacher;”  and  Darrell  Gilyard, 
pasUMT  of  Victory  Church  in  Plano, 
Texas,  “Just  Do  it.” 

In  addition  to  the  June  13  meeting, 
the  conference  will  host  two 


“Afterglow”  music  sessions  at  the 
New  Orleans  Hyatt  Regency 
Ballroom,  from  10  p.m.  to  11:30  p.m. 
Tiiesday,  June  12,  and  Wednesday, 
June  13,  said  Jay  Strack,  conference 
president  and  evangelist  from  Dallas. 

The  conference  also  has  planned 
two  evangelistic  em[rfiases  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  New  Orleans  meeting,  he 
reported. 

‘Tirst  of  all,  (the  conference)  will 
circle  New  Orleans  with  key  youth 
rallies  . . .  prior  to  the  convention,” 
Strack  said.  “It  is  our  desire  that  hun¬ 
dreds  oi  youth  will  be  saved  this  year.” 

Rallies  Friday,  June  8,  at  7  p.m..  will 
be  held  at  Lanier  Church  m  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  and  Woolmarket  Chorch 
in  Buoxi,  Miss.  Rallies  Saturday,  June 
9,  at  7  p.m.  will  be  located  at  First 
Church  of  Kenner,  La.  ;  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Ponchatoula,  near  Ham¬ 
mond,  La.;  First  Church  of  Slidell. 
La. ;  and  First  Church  of  Houma,  La. 

“Secondly,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  conference, 
there  will  be  a  mass  witnessing  c^ipor- ■ 
tunity  in  the  French  (Quarter”  of  New 
Orleans,  Strack  add^. 


Women  in  ministry  to  focus 
on  ‘welcoming  the  stranger’ 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  “Welcom¬ 
ing  the  Strang  . . .  Sojourners  in  the 
Fellowship  of  God”  will  be  the  theme 
for  die  eighth  annual  meeting  of 
Southern  Baptist  Women  in  Ministry 
June  9-10  at  toe  Intercontinental  Hotel 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  dieme  expresses  the  concefg 
hospitality,  noted  Betty  Winstead 
McGary,  pmident  of  the  oganization 
and  mmter  to  adults  at  S^h  Main 
(hurch,  Houston.  ' 

“We  have  been  strangers  in  a 
familiar  land,  and  now  we  want  to  Of¬ 
fer  welcome  to  other  weary  so¬ 
journers,  as  welcome  has  been  offered 
to  us,”  McGary  explained. 

The  conference  will  be  held  on  a 
Saturday  and  Sunday  prior  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  June  12-14. 
The  SBWIM  meeting  will  feature 


worship,  workshops,  seminars,  a 
riverboat  dinner,  and  general  business 
sessions. 

Pro^m  personalities  will  include 
Carolyn  WeatherfcHxl  Crumpler  of 
Cincinnati,  retired  executive  director 
of  the  Southern  Bap^t  W(»nan's  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  Katrina  and  Greg  Pen¬ 
nington,  ministers  at  Northwest 
Church  in  Ardmore,  Okla. ;  and  Roger 
Paynter,  senior  minister,  Nor- 
thlminster  Church,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Music  will  be  provided  by  Agape,  the 
womenV  ensemble  of  South  Main 
Church  in  Houston,  and  the  chancel 
choir  from  Northminster  Church  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

A  Sunday  morning  worship  service, 
titled  “An  fafCiiation  to  the  Thble,”  will 
be  a  communion  service  celebrating 
the  inclusivoiess  of  the  Christian 
( Ctmtinued  on  page  5> 
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Bush  declines  invitation 


Initially  Reighard  said  May  14  the  room  for  the  Pres 
committee  was  still  awaiting  an  Wead  said  Vines 
answer  from  the  White  House.  Bush  had  declined 
However,  after  checking  with  Vines,  bably  Friday,”  M 
who  was  making  the  arrangements,  Vines  would  have  v 
Reighard  said  later  in  the  day  that  dent  and  wanted 
Bush  had  declined  a  few  days  earlier,  said.  But  given  the 
Reighard,  pastor  of  New  Hope  and  the  gay  dis( 
Church  in  ^yetteville,  Ga.,  said  he  Vines  considered  tl 
was  not  sure  why  the  Pi^ident  would  sion  “for  the  best. 
C9ncel  after  Bush  himself  initiated  the  “I’m  disappe^te 
idea  of  speaking  at  the  SBC,  but  he  out,”  the  Bush  aidi 
denied  refwrts  that  Bush  actually  was  was  controversial 
“disinvit^”  by  SBC  leaders.  “I  have  to  speak  at  the  SB< 
not  talked  to  anyone  in  our  group  more  controversi 
(conunittee)  about  that  situation,”  he  leaders  to  the  Wh 
said.  “I’m  relying  on  information  I  The  decision  to  h 
received  from  the  president  of  the  the  bill-signing  c 

Two  Baptist  suppo^rs  of  Christian  who  died  April  1, 1990,  of  cancer,  was  convention.  I  would  be  very  much  sur-  unanimous  amonj 

higher  education,  William  S.  Stewart  posthumously  award^  the  honorary  prised  if  that’s  what  happened.”  staff,  Wead  said. 

Sr.  of  Eupora  and  the  late  John  D.  doctor  of  business  administration  The  invitation  to  Bush  was  issued  by  Thie  decision 

Thomas  of  Hattiesburg,  were  awarded  degree.  ^  Reighard’s  committee  several  weeks  the  President,”  1m 

honorary  degrees  during  commence-  Thnmas  noio-iom^  Hvi/.  ago  after  Wead  informed  Reighard  Land,  in  his  Apr 

cultural,  and  denomiMtional  leader! 

lege  on  May  12.  member  of  the  William  Carev  committee,  of  the  President  s  desire  gays  at  the  cerem 

steu,art  u/hn  received  a  Hoetnr  of  ®  memoer  oi^ uie  William  uarey  address  Southern  Baptists.  do  with  the  legis 


William  Stewart  accepts  an  honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree  from  William  Carey 
College  and  Mrs.  Ollie  Thomas  accepts  for  her  late  husband,  John  D.  Thomas,  the 
honorary  doctor  of  business  administration  degree. 


aiewan,  wno  receivea  a  uocuir  oi  ^  Trustees  for  16  years, 

divimty  degree,  is  a  former  chairman  ™  ^  instrumental  in  tlSc- 

ws;e's"£sr^o!i' 
hr 

denomination  as  Baptist  Student  He  and  his  wife  of  49  years,  Ollie 
Union  director  at  Copiah-Lincoln  Thomas,  were  owners  and  operators 
Community  College,  and  as  member  of  Gibson’s  Discount  Stores  in  said. 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama.  However,  the  President  could  have 
Board,  member  of  the  Mississippi  A  native  of  Alabama,  he  was  a  addressed  Southern  Baptists  on 
College  Board  of  Trustees,  and  graduate  of  Berry  College  in  Rome,  Wednesday,  June  13,  Wead  said, 
moderator  of  the  Webster  County  Ga.  The  'Thomas  Business  Building  on  Although  the  Committee  on  Order  of 
Association.  He  is  pastor  of  First  the  Hattiesburg  campus  of  William  Business  was  not  aware  of  the 
Church,  Eupora.  Carey  College  was  named  for  the  Wednesday  possibility,  Reighard  said, 

Thomas,  Hattiesburg  businessman  'Thomases.  it  wouldn’t  have  worked  out.  “Thurs- 


Annuity  insurance 


move  to  Prudential 


(Continued  from  page  3)  surance,  the  trustees  said,  “Save  the  establish  a  dedicated  claims  unit  in  Dudley,  “if  the  claim  is  filed  July  1  or 
were  running  out  ot  money  to  buy  plan.”  'I^at  order  narrowed  the  op-  Louisville,  Ky.,  that  will  service  only  later,  it  will  go  to  Prudential.” 
down  premium  increases.  We  have  tions  to  three.  Annuity  Boai^  participants.  “The  pre-  Applications  or  claims  in  process 

never  been  in  danger  of  being  unable  Staff  noted  that  turning  the  plan  sent  Louisville  unit  is  considered  an  will  handled  whether  on  Aetna  or  i 
to  pay  claims.”  over  to  the  carrier  was  unattractive  industry  model  for  efficiency  and  Prudential  forms,  Dudley  added. 

'The  church  medical  plan,  which  has  because  that  would  surrender  too  good  customer  relations,”  Dudley  Claims  under  review  on  July  1  will  be 
more  than  23,(XK)  participants  and  much  control,  including  the  right  to  said.  transferred  to  Prudential  for 

80,(XX)  insured  people,  has  suffered  set  premiums.  “An  enormous  task  of  communica-  completion. 

large  claims/premium  imbalance  Several  companies  were  invited  to  tion  faces  us,”  Dudley  said.  “We  hope  'There  will  be  no  change  in  pro- 
since  1987.  The  plan  showed  a  $2  submit  proposals.  for  a  smooth  transition  with  a  cedures  for  the  Mail  Service  Prescrip- 

million  loss  in  the  first  three  months  “We  began  to  hear  what  we  wanted  minimum  of  inconvenience  to  tion  Drug  Program, 
of  1990  despite  an  aggregate  premium  to  hear  from  Prudential  represen-  participants, 
increase  of  20  percent  on  Jan.  1,  tatives,”  said  John  L.  Dudley,  direc-  “There  will  be  no  plan  changes  Ju- 
Richardson  told  trustees  in  a  first-  tor  of  the  insurance  services  division,  ly  1.  No  one  will  lose  any  deductible 
quarter  report.  “They  came  to  the  table  with  a  ‘can  or  coinsurance  credits.  We  anticipate 

On  March  14,  the  day  before  Powell  do’ o^imism  and  praise  of  what  we’ve  a  completely  professional  and 
formally  was  installed  as  president,  been  trying  to  do,”  he  said.  cooperative  transfer  of  claims  data 

the  executive  committee  of  the  board  “What  Southern  Baptists  must  from  Aetnd  to  Prudential.  Our  rela- 
of  trustees  met  with  senior  executives  recognize,”  said  Powell,  “is  that  the  tions  with  Aetna  are  cordial  and 
of  the^nnuity  Board  to  hear  a  report  Annuity  Board  has  no  money  for  in-  mutually  respectful.  'They  will  work 
that  hl(l  been  months  in  the  making,  surance  claims  except  the  premiums  closely  with  us  to  serve  our  par- 
After  gathering  several  indepen-  that  are  paid.  Not  one  cent  of  r^re-  ticipants  in  the  finest  tradition  of  that 
dent  consultant  reports,  the  staff  in-  ment  contributions  or  earnings  can  good  company.” 
surance  committee  concluded  there  ever  be  used  for  medical  claims.  Each  Aetna  will  continue  to  underwrite 
were  four  basic  options  for  dealing  program  stands  squarely  on  its  own  the  new  property  and  casualty  pro- 
with  the  problems  of  the  church  plan:  feet.”  ducts  offered  through  the  Annuity 

— 'Rim  the  plan  over  to  Aetna  under  'The  Annuity  Board  will  continue  to  Board  subsidiary.  Southern  Baptist 
provisions  of  the  contract;  ^receive  and  hold  all  premiui;DS,  ConventionManagingGeneralAgen- 

—  Reunderwrite  and  segregate  the**  transferring  mon^  periodically  "tb the  cy,  Inc.,  said  Powell, 

unhealthy  into  a  separate  risk  pool'  Prudential  to  reimburse  for  claims  Dudley  said,  “Medical  plan  par- 
where  their  premiums  would  be  much  and  to  pay  for  service  The  Pruden-  ticipants  don’t  need  to  do  a  thing  about 
higher  and  their  benefits  less;  tial,  for  a  fee,  will  accept  a  graduated  the  July  1  change  df  carriers.  Well  do 

—  Find  a  new  approach  to  providing  icale  of  risk  to  ^ure  the  ability  of  it  all.  New  identification  cards  will  be 

insurance  benefits;  or  —  Close  the  the  Annuity  Board  to  meet  its  claims  printed  and  mailed  as  soon  as  possi- 
plan.  obligations.  ble.  All  participants  will  be  given  a 

Because  of  reserve  levels,  “We  anticipate  some  continued  ero-  new  Prudential  toll-free  number  to 
something  had  to  be  done  at  mid-year,  sion  df  reserves  in  1990,”  said  Richard-  use  on  July  1.  Bills  will  continue  to  be 
All  participants  and  churches  were  son.  “But  we  and  Prudential  are  con-  mailed  by  the  Annuity  Board  and  pay- 
told  in  the  fall  of  1989  that  a  July  1,  fident  that  the  July  1  rate  increase  ment  of  premiums  will  be  at  the  same 
1990,  premiuip  increase  would  be  and  some  highl/creative  plan  design  address.” 

likely.  and  marketing  work  will  find  us  pois-  Dudley  added  that  the  date  of  any 

Knowing  that  closing  the  plan  would  ed  for  an  optimistic  view  of  1991  and  medical  service  is  not  relevant  to 
leave  some  80,000  people  in  23,000  the  years  following.”  *  which  carrier  pays  the  claim.  “Even 

families  searching  for  individual  in-  Dudley  said  Prudential  will  if  the  service  was  in  January,”  said 


Bold  Mission  Thrust  is— 


Through  Radio 
The  Baptist  Hour, 
MasterContrvl, 
Country  Crossroads, 
Powerline, 

Streams  in  the  Desert, 
and  On  Track 


The  Home  Mission  Board’s 
chaplaincy  division  has  led  an  effort 
to  place  chaplains  in  United  Auto 
Workers  plants  across  the  country.  By 
the  end  of  last  year  83  UAW  locals  had 
taken  steps  to  begin  a  chaplaincy 
program. 


Through  Television 


ACTS  progranuning- 
COPE,  Profiles, 

Invitation  to  Life, 

Sunshine  Factory, 

Great  Churches  of 
America,  The  Baptist 
Hour,  plus  many 
nationally  acclaimed 
inspirational  programs 

Network  documentaries- 
China:  Walls  and  Bridges, 
Still  a  Family,  Choices, 
and  others  ' . 


Radio-Television  Comgiission 
Southern  Baptist  Con\rntion 
6350  Wfest  Freeway 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76150 
Telephone:  (817)  737-4011 


An  open  letter  to  President  Vines 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


Thanks  for  remembering 

Editor; 

We  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
the  generosity  and  thoughtfulness  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  in  response  to  the 
(jegUi  of  our  sister,  Edwina  Robinson. 

ThHove  for  Eklwina  has  been  shown 
through  cards,  flowers,  food, 
memorial  gifts,  and  many  other  ways. 

Eklwina  loved  Mississippi  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  Camp  Garaywa, 
and  the  work  of  the  entire  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  She 
would  be  so  pleased  to  know  of  the  out¬ 
pouring  of  affection  which  has  been 
shown. 

Our  loss  is  made  more  bearable 
because  we  have  been  so  vividly 
reminded  of  the  love  of  our  sister 
Mississippi  Baptists.  Thank  you  so 
much. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  L.  Robinson, 
Jackson 

Mr.  Gayle  Robinson,  Dallas 


Fears  for  Southern 

Editor: 

It  is  hard  for  me  to  explain  how  I  felt 
when  I  saw  the  headline  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  . . .  “Conservatives  take 
control  of  Southern  Seminary  Board.” 
The  only  other  time  I  had  feelings  like 
that  was  when  I  received  an  early 
morning  phone  call  from  Atlanta  that 
my  grandfather  had  died.  I  remember 
the  empty  and  lonely  feelings  I  had  at 
that  moment.  The  headline  resur¬ 


rected  those  feelings. 

The  Bible  talks  some  about  what 
makes  God  nauseous.  I  think  he  is  ut¬ 
terly  sickened  by  what’s  going  on  in 
our  convention.  My  theological  (not 
political ! )  leanings  would  align  me  as 
a  “moderate”  which  means  I  am 
disturbed  that  the  “conservatives” 
have  “taken  control”  of  the  Southern 
Seminary  Board.  Yet,  this  is  not  what 
gave  me  those  empty  feelings  when  I 
saw  the  headline. 

Those  feelings  came  because  they 
were  talking  about  my  seminary.  It 
seems  that  somebody  feels  there  are 
major  problems  at  Southern 
Seminary,  just  like  somebody  thought 
there  were  major  problems  at 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Southeastern 
has  sustained  wounds  that  probably 
will  never  heal.  I  don’t  want  the  same 
infection  to  destroy  Southern. 

I  graduated  from  Southern  in  1981 
after  three  of  the  best  years  of  my  life. 
My  mind  was  stretch^  and  challeng¬ 
ed  by  men  like  E.  Glenn  Hinson,  Paul 
Simmons,  and  Glen  Stassen.  The 
highlight  of  my  day  was  hearing  each 
one  of  those  men  pray  before  class 
began.  Oftentimes  after  they  would 
pray  I  would  find  myself  weeping, 
moved  to  tears  by  their  love  of 
and  concern  for  people. 

Now  these  men  and  my  seminary 
are  being  raked  over  hot  coals  main¬ 
ly  by  people  who  have  never  ex¬ 
perienced  their  fine  teaching  nor  sat 
under  the  Southern  beech  trees  and 
felt  the  overwhelming  presence  of 
God. 

It  is  sad  that  over  the  last  decade 


Southern  Baptists  have  lost  their  vi¬ 
sion  by  being  destroyed  by  nothing 
more  than  a  political  power  struggle. 
We’ve  gone  from  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
to  Bold  Mission  Rust. 

There  was  a  song  many  years  ago 
by  Gary  Paxton  called  “I  Wonder  If 
Grod  Cries.”  I  think  he  does.  I  think  he 
is.  My  prayer  for  us  as  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  is  that  we  can  help  (}od  out  of  his 
depression  before  it  is  too  late. 

Scott  Bebout 

Associate  Pastor  in  Youth 

FBC,  Meridian 

Thanks  for  heritage 

Editor: 

Most  anytime  you  read  the  “Just  for 
the  Recoil”  section  of  the  Baptist 
Record  you  will  see  the  bright  faces 
of  children  who  have  achieved  some 
reo^nition  in  Sunday  School,  GAs,  or 
RAs.  Sometimes  there  will  be  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  youth  group  returning  from 
a  mission  trip.  Recently,  while 
reading  and  looking  at  this  section  of 
the  paper,  I  thought  about  my  grow¬ 
ing  up  as  a  Mississippi  Baptist;  and 
I  thought  I  should  stop  and  say  “thank 
you”  to  some  important  people. 

“Thanks”  to  all  the  hard  working 
Sunday  School  workers  at  First 
Church  in  Yazoo  City,  and  my  pastor, 
James  'V^tes,  who  taught  me  God’s 
Word  and  helped  lead  me  to  make 
(Thrist  my  Savior.  Thanks  to  the  WMU 
and  lay  leadership  who  thought  it  was 
important  to  have  “real  live  mis¬ 
sionaries”  speaking  at  the  church  so 
that  young  people  like  myself  could 
catch  a  vision  of  missions. 

“Thanks,”  Mississippi  Baptists,  for 
providing  Mississippi  College,  which 
not  only  gave  me  an  education  but 
helped  me  through  the  BSU  to 
discover  myself  and  my  call  to  mis¬ 
sions  (not  to  mention  finding  my 
wife!). 

“Thanks”  to  Anding  Church,  in 


Yazoo  County  and  Liberty  and 
Bethlehem  Baptist  churches  in  Scott 
County  that  helped  me  learn  how  to 
pastor.  “Thanks”  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  staff  for^ 
ing  such  encouragers  to  Cynthia  and 
me.  Thanks  for  providing  the  founda¬ 
tion  in  our  lives  so  that  we  could  join 
the  ranks  of  other  Mississippians  who 
are  proclaiming  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  around  the  world. 

I  close  with  a  word  of  encourage¬ 
ment.  When  you  have  to  ask  yourself 
if  it  is  worth  it  to  study  that  Sunday 
School  lesson  or  spend  hours  prepar¬ 
ing  for  that  children’s  or  youth  event 
is  it  worth  tithing  and  supporting  the 
Ckx^rative  Program?  is  it  worth  sup¬ 
porting  higher  location?  is  it  wbrth 
doing  all  the  things  that  Missi^ippi 
Baptists  do?  look  into  the  brimt-ey^ 
faces  of  our  children  and  ywth  and 
there  will  be  only  one  answer  to  that 
question;  “Yes,  it  is  worth  whatever 
sacrifice  all  of  us  have  to  make  for 
them.” 

God  bless  you,  Mississippi  Baptists, 
and  thank  you  for  all  you  have  done 
in  my  life!  Keep  praying,  keep  work¬ 
ing,  and  keep  looking  up. 

In  CJhrist, 

Ibm  Martin 
Missionary  to  Bolivia 

CynUiia  Martin  worked  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building  during  some  of  the  years  , 
mentioned  above.  —  Editor 

Insight  and  candor 

Editor; 

Your  editorial,  “Sad  New  Chapters,” 
in  the  April  19  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  was  excellent. 

I  appreciate  your  insight  and  can¬ 
dor.  God  bless. 

Joe  H.  Courson, 
executive  director 
Gulf  Stream  Association 
Plantation,  Fla. 


Senior  adult  corner 

Editor: 

It  is  perhaps  past  time  for 
somebody  to  express  appreciation  for 
the  Senior  Adult  Corner  and  yoUr  in¬ 
terest  in  senior  adult  work  in 
Mississippi.  On  behalf  of  the 
thousands  of  senior  adults  in  the  chur¬ 
ches  and  the  mai^  hundreds  who  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
publicize  their  senior  adult  activities, 
I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  concern 
and  your  interest.  May  God  continue 
to  bless  and  use  you  in  a  great  way  as 
you  edit  our  good  paper. 

J.  Clark  Hensley 

Sr.  Adult  Contract  Consultant 

MBCB 


Correct  address 

Editor: 

We  are  not  sure  why,  but  evidently 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  sent  you  a 
wrong  address  for  us.  The  address 
(listed  in  the  April  5  issue  of  the 
Baptist  Record)  is  the  address  of 
another  missionary  family.  We  in¬ 
formed  them  months  ago  of  our 
address-to-be,  but  evidently  there  was 
a  mixup.  But,  since  we  do  not  really 
live  near  this  other  missionary  fami¬ 
ly,  it  is  somewhat  of  an  inconvenience 
(to  them  and  to  us)  to  have  our  mail 
sent  to  their  home.  Would  you  mind 
reprinting  our  address  as  follows? 
Ibm  and  Bonnie  Hearon 
C.  P.  100.581 
24.000  Niteroi,  RJ 
Brazil 

Thanks  very  much.  We  really  ap¬ 
preciate  receiving  the  Baptist  Record. 
Your  emphasis  on  missions  is  great, 
as  is  your  ability  to  share  Baptist  news 
there  in  Mississippi  and  the  U.S. 
Bonnie  Hearon 
Brazil 


In  an  open  letter  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  President  Jerry  Vines, 
Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville  lawyer, 
has  announced  his  intention  of  mak¬ 
ing,  a  motion  at  the  convention  to 
amend  the  convention’s  budget  which, 
at  this  point,  would  remove  almost  all 
of  the  funding  for  the  Baptist  Joint' 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs. 

Ingraham  was  a  member  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  for  eight 
years,  rotating  off  of  the  committee 
with  the  convention  in  Las  Vegas  last 
year. 

The  Cooperative  Program  budget 
for  this  year  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  is  $391,796.  The  proposed 
budget  for  next  year  would  drop  the 
figure  to  $50,000.  The  drop  of  $341,796 
would  be  87.24  percent  less  ^an  this 
year’s  budget  figure. 

In  the  propos^  budget  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  would  get  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $365,328,  or  40.7  percent,  to 
a  total  of  $1,2^,836;  and  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee  would  get  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1,296,  or  5.47  percent,  to  a 
total  of  $25,000. 

Ingraham’s  open  letter  to  Vines 
follows: 


Dear  Dr.  Vines; 

I  write  as  a  long-time  Baptist 
layman  with  service  in  and  to  our 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  and  conventions,  culminating  in 
my  joy  of  serving  with  you  last  year 
on  the  SBC  Executive  Committee. 


Professionally,  I  have  represented  our 
churches  and  agencies  in  the  courts 
concerning  First  Amendment  issues. 
As  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  eight  years  during  the  past 
decade,  I  serv^  on  various  study 
committees  concerning  how  best  to 
present  to  Washington  our  beliefs  on 
separation  of  church  and  state  and 
was  recognized  and  granted  by  you 
the  opportunity  to  speak  on  this  mat¬ 
ter  during  the  1989  SBC.  I  wish  to  ad¬ 
vise  you  that  I  am  compelled  to  make 
the  following  motions  during  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee: 

1.  Upon  Recommendation  1,  since 
its  first  Program  Statement  adopted 
by  the  1961  SBC,  the  primary  assign¬ 
ment  of  the  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  has  been  morality  and  social 
ethics,  which  the  CLC  has  carefully 
followed;  and  since  by  subsequent  ac¬ 
tion  the  relationships  with  other  Bap¬ 
tist  entities  have  been  clearly  defin¬ 
ed;  and.' since  Recommendation  »1 
would  alter  this  distinction  of  assign¬ 
ment  which  the  convention  has 
faithfully  followed  for  these  many 
years;  I  propose  to  strike  Recommen¬ 
dation  «1  and  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  motion;  That  at  this 
time,  the  Program  Statement  of  the 
CLC  remain  as  previously  assigned  by 
the  SBC  and  that  the  CTG  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  its  work  and  its  trustees 
directed  to  emphasize  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Southern  Baptist  insights  on 


morality  and  social  ethics  to  our 
government  in  Washington,  D.C. 

2.  Upon  Recommendation  3,  since 
the  proposed  1990-1991  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  Allocation 
Budget  is  1.89  percent  greater  than  the 
current  year,  I  move  that  the  propos¬ 
ed  1990-1991  SBC  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  Allocation  Budget  be  amended 
to  reflect  a  1.89  percent  budget  in¬ 
crease  over  the  1989-1990  budget  for 
the  BJC,  PAC,  and  CLC,  which  is  in 
line  with  the  increase  granted  the 
other  SBC  entities.  If  adopted,  this 
would,  accordingly  adjust  the 
Operating  Budget  for  1990-1991. 

This  motion  and  amendment  sup¬ 
port  the  traditional  Baptist  position  on 
the  separation  of  church  and  state 
rather  than  flowing  with  the  present 
attempt  to  shift  our  emphasis  from 
separation  to  accommodation  on 
religious  liberty  issues  such  as  school 
vouchers,  religious  entanglement  in 
government,  and  governmental  con¬ 
trol  of  church  affairs. 

These  are  not  proposed  as 
arguments  for  or  against  any  Baptist 
entity,  but  rather; 

(a)  As  actions  consistent  with  the 
prior  actions  of  the  SBC  in  1983, 1984, 
1986,  1987,  1988,  and  1989; 

(b)  As  actions  consistent  with  re¬ 
taining  in  Washington  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  governmental  influence^  as  pro¬ 
ven  in  our  lifetime,  for  sustaining  the 
separation  of  church  and  state; 


(c)  As  the  most  efficient  use  of 
(Operative  Program  funds,  having  a 
si^e  assignment,  established  office, 
ario^experienced  staff  which  is  sought 
after  on  First  Amendment  issues  by 
governmental  sources  in  Washington; 
and 

(d)  Finally,  to  make  us  aware  that 
the  Executive  Committee  is  recom¬ 
mending  a  shift  away  from  the  con¬ 
vention’s  traditional  and  long- 
declared  emphasis  on  separation  of 
church  and  state  to  accommodation 
of  religion  by  the  state. 

The  proposed  motion  and  amend¬ 
ment  are  presented  by  this  open  let¬ 
ter  in  order  to  provide  the  messengers 
the  opportunity  to  study  and  prayer¬ 
fully  consider  the  contemplated 
departure  from  our  traditional  posi¬ 
tion  on  separation  of  church  and  state. 
Further,  I  wanted  to  inform  you  and 
Barry  McCarty  of  the  form  of  these 
proposals  so  that  you  may  advise  if 
the  form  or  method  flaws  the  intent. 

All  Southern  Baptists  are  depending 
upon  your  gracious  spirit  and  your 
commitment  to  honor  Christ  by  allow- 
i^  full  access  to  all  possible  informa¬ 
tion  so  that  as  Baptists  with  the  facts 
we  will,  under  God’s  leadership,  make 
the  right  decisions. 

I  appreciate  any  response  so  that  I 
can  present  the  motion  and  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  proper  manner. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Frank  C.  Ingraham 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Friends  come  to  support  of  Southern  Seminary 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Col¬ 
leagues  and  former  students  of  the 
Southern  Seminary  faculty  expressed 
support  for  the  professors  in  early 
May. 

Tlie  statements  of  support  were  sent 
from  the  national  officers  of  the 
Louisville,  Ky.,  seminary’s  Alumni 
Association  and  the  faculty  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C. 

The  support  came  on  the  heels  of  a 
late-April  trustee  meeting  in  which 
trustees  received  a  16-page  article 
critical  of  President  Roy  L.  Honeycutt 
and  five  professors,  set  a  policy  to 
allow  students  to  use  tape  recorders 
in  classes  and  approved  resolutions 
critical  of  two  professors. 

A  letter  from  the  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion  officers  is  signed  by  Floyd  F. 
Roebuck,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Rome,  Ga.,  and  president  of  the 
association;  Bob  S.  Terry,  editor  of 
Word  and  Way,  newsjournal  of  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  president-elect;  and  G.  Tbdd 
Wilson,  pastor  of  Weatherly  Heights 
Church  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  past- 


president.  Honeycutt  read  the  letter  in 
chapel  May  8. 

“We  . . .  want  to  thank  you  for  in¬ 
vesting  your  lives  in  the  thousands  of 
students  whom  you  have  taught 
across  the  years,’’  the  letter  states. 
“You  have  lifted  us  so  we  can  reach 
toward  God  with  our  whole  hearts. 
You  have  lifted  us  so  we  can  reach 
toward  a  lost  world  with  the  love  of 
Jesus  (Thrist. 

You  have  lifted  us  so  we  can 
minister  to  God’s  people  as  servant 
leaders.  We  will  forever  be  grateful  for 
the  heights  to  which  you  have  lifted  us 
and  for  your  investment  in  our  lives.’’ 

The  letter  expresses  pain  over  the 
recent  developments  at  the  seminary 
and  understanding  for  the  faculty’s 
anxiety  about  the  future. 

“Be  assured  that  those  of  us  who  are 
indebted  to  you  and  to  Southern 
Seminary  for  lifting  us  to  new  heights 
of  ministry  will  openly  contend  for  the 
great  truths  of  the  Bible  which  we 
learned  on  the  campus  in  Louisville,” 
it  says.  “We  will  attempt  to  honor  our 
(jkxi,  our  seminary,  and  our  teachers 
by  ministering  with  integrity,  bx. 


teaching  and  preaching  the  truth  of 
the  Bible  even  when  it  is  not  popular 
in  secular  or  ecclesiastical  circles.  We 
will  attempt  to  be  true  to  the  heritage 
which  you  taught  us  of  fearing  G^ 
but  not  man.” 

’The  letter  also  pledges  praj^r  on 
behalf  of  the  faculty,  both  individual¬ 
ly  and  collectively :  “We  are  praying 
that  you  will  be  sustained  by  God’s 
love  in  the  midst  of  doubts  and  suspi¬ 
cion;  that  you  will  be  guided  by  God’s 
wisdom  at  a  time  when  it  would-be 
easy  to  give  in  to  one’s  pain  and 
anger;  and  that  God’s  spirit  will  em¬ 
power  you  to  minister  with  integrity 
in  the  midst  of  anxiety  and  confusion. 

“We  are  convinced  that  the  hope 
and  heritage  embodied  in  Southern 
Seminary  and  for  which  you  have  in¬ 
vested  your  life  ultimately  will  be  vic¬ 
torious  because  that  hope  and 
heritage  is  of  God  and  it  is  in  God 
alone  that  we  place  our  hope,  both  now 
and  for  eternity. 

“In  II  Corinthians  5,  (the  Apostle) 
Paul  wrote  that  in  all  things  we  are 
more  than  conquerors.  May  God  give 


you  such  a  spirit  in  these  days.” 

The  statement  from  the 
Southeastern  Seminary  faculty  comes 
from  a  group  which  has  had 
disagreements  with  its  own  trustee 
boai^  for  much  of  the  past  two  and 
one-half  years.  It  says  the 
Southeastern  faculty  “is  compelle4.by 
conscience  to  express  its  solidarity 
with  the  faculty  of  its  sister  institu¬ 
tion.” 

“Our  sense  of  solidarity  is  based  on 
the  fact  that  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  faculty  was  established  by 
faculty  from  Southern  Seminary,  that 
many  of  our  faculty  are  Southern 
Seminary  graduates,  that  our  fate  as 
theological  teachers  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  dkmvention  is  intertwined  and 
that  we  share  a  common  mission  to 
prepare  men  and  women  for  Christian 
ministry,”  it  notes. 

“We  view  with  grave  concern  ac¬ 
tions  by  the  Southern  Seminary  board 
of  trustees  to  threaten  the  tenure  of 
faculty  members  on  the  basis  of 
theological  norms  foreign  to  the 
Abstract  of  Priqciples,  the  school’s 


historic  doctrinal  standard;  to  silence 
faculty  members  from  making 
statements  critical  of  leaders  and  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention;  and  to  intrude  into  the  do¬ 
main  of  the  classroom  by  giving 
students  license  to  tape  record,  even 
when  doing  so  is  contrary  to  the  best 
judgment  of  the  professor.” 

The  trustee  actions  are  “contrary  to 
our  Baptist  heritage  of  the  liberty  of 
conscience”  as  defined  by  Article 
XVIII  of  the  Abstract,  which  says, 
“God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience; 
and  he  hath  left  it  free  from  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  commandments  of  men, 
which  are  in  anything  contrary  to  his 
word,  or  not  contained  in  it,”  the  state¬ 
ment  notes. 

“Moreover,  these  actions  are 
specifically  contrary  to  the  standards 
of  academic  freedom  to  which  ac¬ 
credited  theological  schools  in  this 
country  subscribe.  Finally,  these  ac¬ 
tions  tlu^ten  the  faculty’s  proper  role 
as  a  prophetic  voice  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  and  the  larger  church  ” 


Marina  Kiseljova 

Rain  began  to  spatter  the  sidewalk 
as  the  three  of  us  left  the  Kosmos 
Hotel  at  dusk  in  Moscow.  From  a  lit¬ 
tle  knot  of  men  and  boys  at  the  bottom 
of  the  hill,  a  young  man  separated 
himself  and  gestur^  toward  his  taxi, 
parked  at  the  curb. 

“You  speak  English?”  Sandra 
asked. ~ 

He  nodded. 

Lola  showed  him  the  address  of  the 
Novosty  Press  ^gency  near  Gorky 
Park.  “Yes,  yes,  Gorky  Park!”  he  said. 

I  followed  the  other  two  women  in¬ 
to  the  back  seat  of  the  cab.  Four  or 
five  little  boys  continued  to  stand 
beside  me,  holding  the  door  open. 

I’d  had  nothing  to  eat  or  drink  since 
breakfast  except  a  cup  of  hot 
chocolate  at  the  American  Embassy. 
I  had  missed  lunch  by  accident  and 
skipped  dinner  on  purpose  in  order  to 
go  on  this  jaunt  to  meet  a  woman 
editor  who  had  promised  to  take  me 
to  the  home  of  a  Baptist  family.  I  had 
a  precious  Granola  bar  in  my  purse 
and  was  clutching  a  small  can  of 


grapefruit  juice  that  I’d  brought  alt 
the  way  from  Jackson. 

“Juice!  American  juice!”  they  tried 
their  best  to  trade  me  a  pin  for  it  — 
a  pin  with  a  red  star  and  the  head  of 
Lenin  on  it.  I  wanted  to  be  their  friend, 
but  my  thirst  won.  I  selfishly  shook 
my  head,  pulled  the  door  shut,  and 
took  a  long  gulp.  The  disappointment 
in  those  boys’  eyes  haunts  me  still. 

Right  away  we  discovered  that  our 
driver  might  know  10  or  15  English 
words.  At  our  every  question  or  state¬ 
ment,  his  brown  eyes  would  look  up, 
full  of  puzzlement,  to  the  rear  view 
mirror,  or  he’d  nm  his  hand  across  his 
blonde  hair  in  a  gesture  of  bewilder¬ 
ment.  I  handed  h^  a  New  Testament, 
the  only  thing  I  had  in  his  language; 
the  Cyrillic  letters  on  the  cover  quick¬ 
ly  drew  his  interest.  He  began  to  flip 
through  it  as  he  drove. 

“No,  not  now!”  Lola  quickly  ad¬ 
monished.  “Drive  now.  Read  later!” 

“Gorky  Park,”  he  said  at  the  park 
entrance  two  white  columns  suppor¬ 
ting  an  iron  grillwork  gate  that  was 
closed. 

“Gorky  Park,”  he  repeated.  But  we 
kept  sitting  in  the  cab.  It  took  a  lot  of 
hand  signals  and  a  telephone  call,  but 
we  finally  got  him  to  deliver  us  to  the 
ri^t  place. 

Marina  Kiseljova,  an  editor  of 
Moscow  Business,  was  standing 
beside  her  car,  under  an  umbrella,  in 
the  cold  rain.  'Though  she’d  been 
waiting  over  an  hour,  she  greeted.us, 
in  English,  with  warmth. 

She  had  arranged  for  us  to  visit  a 
Baptist  family,  as  well  as  two  artists 
at  their  business  firm.  Since  we  were 
so  late,  we  would  now  have  time  for 
only  one  visit.  She  chose  the  artists, 
to  my  disappointment. 

Many  women  I  had  seen  that  day 
were  shabbily  dressed,  sweeping 
streets  or  doing  other  hard  jobs. 
Marina,  who  said  her  friends  call  her 
Mashe,  represented  the  well-to-do, 
well-educated  Russian  woman  at  the 
other  end  of  the  scale  When,  later,  she 
removed  her  leather  topcoat  and  un¬ 
wound  a  bright  blue  scarf  from  her 
throat,  I  saw  that  she  was  wearing  an 


expensive-looking  aqua-colored  wool 
knit  sweater  di^  that  reflected  the 
tint  of  green  in  her  la^e  blue  eyes. 
Her  face  was  framed  wiUi  a  weal^  of 
medium  length  black  hair. 

She  said  she  had  gone  into  jour¬ 
nalism  because  her  father  was  a  jour¬ 
nalist.  However,  it  had  not  been  easy 
for  her  to  find  a  job  in  it,  even  though 
she  had  a  university  degree  in  jour¬ 
nalism.  She  had  worked  two  years  for 
a  press  agency  and  six  years  in 
writing  and  editing.  Moscow 
Business,  she  said,  was  the  first  Rus¬ 
sian  magazine  to  use  the  word  “bus¬ 
iness”  in  its  title.  Produced  in  a  joint 
venture  with  the  Finnish,  it  publishes 
three  editions  —  Russian,  English, 
and  Finnish. 

Her  mother,  an  English  teacher,  has 
been  translating  the  works  of  William 
Faulkner.  “My  husband  left  today  for 
Belgium,”  Mashe  said.  “He’s  cor¬ 
respondent  for  the  top-rated  program 
of  ^viet  TV:  TIME.  While  he  was  in 
the  Army,  he  served  in  Afghanistan 
and  Iran.” 

With  her  next  statement  she  reveal¬ 
ed  her  age:  “I  married  at  age  18  and 
have  been  married  for  15  years.”  Her 
6-year-old  son,  Alexis,  likes  music, 
soccer,  and  climbing  trees. 

Her  favorite  dish  is  leg  of  lamb,  with 
garlic  —  and  yes,  she  cooks  their 
meals  herself.  “But  please  understand 
that  this  is  a  dish  not  enjo^  by  the 
average  Russian  family.  It  is  very  ex¬ 
pensive  and  most  could  not  afford  it.” 

When  asked,  “What  about 
religion?”  she  said,  “The  people  are 
turnip  to  religion.  They  are  studyii^ 
the  Bible  more  and  teaching  it  to  their 
children.” 

“What  about  yourself?” 

‘That’s  too  personal.” 

Immediately,  though,  she  began  to 
talk  of  her  visit  to  Jerusalem  and  her 
memories  of  walking  along  the  Via 
Dolorosa. 

When,  after  we  had  interviewed  the 
artists,  Mashe  drove  us  back  to  our 
hotel,  we  said  good  night,  and  I  add¬ 
ed,  “See  you  in  Jerusalem!”  I  had  a 
feeling  she  knew  I  meant  the  New 
Jerusalem. 


By  P.  J.  Scott 

Growing  up  on  a  farm  in  Union  County,  Miss.,  brought  many  benefits.  One 
of  these  was  an  opportunity  to  observe  men  who  worked  hard  and  assumed 
the  responsibility  for  their  families.  These  were  not  the  “Rambo”  type  who 
could  conquer  a  nation  singlehandedly  but  were,  by  and 
large,  men  who  seemed  to  understand  aind  accept  their  role 
in  life.  The  fondest  memory  of  my  own  dad  was  his  com- 
'  mitment  to  honesty  and  hard  work. 

•  seems  that  our  society  could  use  some  of  the  older 

^  fathers’  attitudes  and  commitment  today.  Masculinity 

'f  f;**' w®*  doesn’t  seem  to  be  as  important  as  it  should  be.  Many  of 
^  our  role  models  seem  to  be  bent  toward  a  unisex  society 

»•  which  the  roles  are  mixed  and  confused  at  best.  The 

®  separate  distinction  between  male  and  female  is  not  merely 

Hl  traditional  but  is  biblical.  “Male  and  female  created  he 

Scott  them”  (Gen.  1:27).  It  seems  obvious  to  me  that  the  Lord 

has  created  man  and  woman  for  two  distinct  roles  in  the 

family. 

Just  as  we  see  a  trend  in  changing  roles  as  to  dress  and  manners,  we  are 
also  seeing  roles  change  in  spiritual  leadership.  The  scriptures  are  clear  on 
the  fact  that  men  are  to  be  the  spiritual  leaders  in  the  home.  But  in  many, 
if  not  most,  cases  this  role  has  been  rejected;  thus  the  wife  has  had  no  choice 
but  to  assume  it.  This  causes  the  family  to  be  thrown  into  confusion.  Leader¬ 
ship  is  shifted  to  the  wife  and  mother;  consequently,  the  children  don’t  know 
how  to  deal  with  it. 

Men,  ours  is  a  tremendous  opportunity  and  yet  a  grave  responsibility.  May 
the  Lord  help  us  to  assume  our  God-given  role  and  lead  our  families  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  Tl^  may  well  be  the  greatest  opportunity 
we  have  in  bringing  a  real  spiritual  revival  to  our  nation. 

Scott  is  pastor.  First,  Olive  Branch. 


Camille  Basden  wins  scholarship 
in  nine  year  Bible  drill  tournament 

Camille  Basden  i§  recipient  of  a  scholarshif^  after  participation  in  a  nine 
year  Bible  drill  scholarship  tournament.  Camille,  a  senior  at  Brandon  High 
School,  is  the  daughter  of  Dennis  and  Kay  Basden.  She  participated  in  children 
youth  Bible  drills  for  a  total  of  nine  years. 

Camille  has  been  awarded  a  $500.00  scholarship  to  the 
•  Mississippi  Baptist  college  of  her  choice.  She  has  chosen 

Mississippi  College ,  where  she  plans  a  major  in  marketing 
and  a  minor  in  public  relations.  She  and  her  parents  are 
members  of  Paul  ’Truitt  Church,  Pearl. 

’The  nine  year  Bible  drill  scholarship  tournament  is  held 
each  year  on  the  same  day  as  the  youth  Bible  drill  selec¬ 
tion  tournament.  All  nine  year  Bible  drill  participants  are 
encouraged  to  participate  in  a  final  drill  for  a  $500.00 
scholarship  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  college  of  their 
Basden  choice  'The  Bible  Drill  brochure  for  1991  will  be  available 
in  August,  according  to  Robin  Nichols,  consultant, 
Discipleship  'Training  Department. 


‘  places  V 


'Thursday.  May  24,  1990 
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Devotional 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Faces  in  Moscow  .  .  . 


Families  need 
genuine  masculinity 
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So  much  unhappiness,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  due  to  nerves ;  and  bad  nerves 
are  the  result  of  having  nothing  to  do, 
or  doing  a  thing  badly,  unsuccesfully 
County  Line  Church.  State  Line.  incompetently.  Of  all  the  unhappy 
(Wayne):  100th anniversary celebra-  world*  the  unhappiest 

tion.  May  27,  10:45  a.m.;  Mitchell  those  who  have  not  found 
Smith,  pastor.  First  Church,  Clara,  something  they  want  to  do.  True  h^p- 
speaker;  potluck  lunch  at  noon;  sing-  piness  comes  to  him  who  does  his 
ing  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Brown  work  well,  followed  by  a  relaxing  and 
Family  Gospel  Singers,  Runnelstown;  refreshing  period  of  rest.  True  hap- 
old-fashioned  apparel  to  be  worn;  pinessxomes  from  the  right  amount 
Thomas  Balch,  oastor.  of  work  for  the  day.  -  Lin  Yutang 


About  15  percent  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  tithers,  or  about  1.5  million 
people. 


Homecomings 


So.  Baptists  will  B’hood  extends 

teach  in  Romania  St.  Croix  project 

RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  (BP)  FREDERIKSTED,  St.  Croix  (BP) 

—  A  six-member  team  of  Southern  —  The  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Baptists  will  spend  11  days  in  Commission  will  extend  its  commit- 
Romania  during  May  and  June  ment  to  reroof  homes  destr&j^  by  foreersom^hiZ' 
teaching  in  a  program  called  “School  Hurricane  Hugo  through  July  31,  said  ^  someming 

of  the  Prophets.”  James  H.  Smith,  Brotherhood  Com- 

They  will  teach  a  series  of  courses  mission  president, 
on  the  Bible  and  ministry  to  about  70  After  a  recent  visit  to  the  US.  Virgin 
Baptists,  some  of  wtKxn  may  enter  the  Islands,  Smith  determined  the  task  of  rCCp. 

ministry  to  meet  Romanian  Baptists’  reroofing  100  homes  in  six  weeks  is  too  1 

pressing  need  for  pastors,  said  great  because  of  the  extensive  rCSOlUtlOl 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Earl  damage  and  the  type  of  construction  •  J 
Martin.  required  to  rehabilitate  the  homes.  aQVaiK 

Martin  heads  the  Institute  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Evangelism  at  the  Baptist  NASHVTlIFfT 

Thrological  Seminary  at  Ruschlu  kon,  icyote  case  clairmanoft£l9 

The  Southern  Baptist  team  will  rehearing  Urged  ^as^m^^ 

classy  in  the  cities  of  Arad,  wASHiwrTnM  a  ,»•  vance  copies  of  re 

Oradea,  and  Bucharest  between  May  ~  A  diverse  submit  during  ( 

28  and  June  8.  The  teachers  are  Mar-  coalition  of  religious  and  civil  liber-  meeting  Ju 
tin;  Robert  Cochran,  a  Southern  Bap-  organizations,  joined  by  55  con-  Orleans 
tist  missionary  to  Belgium ;  and  Bob  ^holars,  has  asked  tte  ^orts  oastor  of 

Ellis, 'Ibmmy  Lea,  Pa^  Stevens,  and  ’U  S- Sypreine  Coi^  to  reconsider  its  winston-Salem  N 
Jim  SpivQT,  all  faculty  members  at  decision  in  a  dispute  over  mittee  will  meet 

Southw^tern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Ihc  First  Amendment  pro-  New  Orleans,  for  a 

Fort  Worth.  Texas.  tect®.  th®  religious  use  of  the  £rug  orientation  sessic 


Europe/Holy  Land 

Oberammergau 
Passion  Play 

(One  night  in  home 
of  cast  member) 

14  Days 

August  10-23 

$2699  from  Atlanta 

Includes: 

Switzerland,  Austria,  Germany, 

Belgium,  Rhine  cruise.  Holy  Land 

Call  now.  Only  4  tickets  available! 


Maurice  Clayton 
and 

members  of 
Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  MS 
(601)  372-0132 


Tom  Lanimore 
8  previous  tours 
(601)  956-1891  home 
(601)  372-0132  work 


Kentucky  elects 
Knox  editor 


TbivardSthe 


The  Samford  Pastor’s  School 

Becaon  DMnhy  School  •  SmlntdllnlTmlty,  lUrmInghafn  AlaliMM 

August6-10 

Enjoy  a  week  of  inspiration,  challenge  and  renewal  with. 


Myron  1  Augstwrier 
rrwtuml.  auMmtMhft 
CutUUom 

WmUntkinaC 


looDiinn 

KMMcMc 


Budget  still  ahead 


Carey  to 
serve  dessert 


person  or  /  -/  couple 

Includes  registration,  banquet,  three  lunches  and  lodging  in  Beeson  WcxxLs 


Quality  theological  education . . . 

Write  or  call;  *”  Christian  university  context. . . 

Dr  Timothy  tieorge  from  an  explicitly  etvngelical perspectitv 

Beeson  Divinity  School  ; 

.Samford  University  f*  ■  ■TfA 

Birmingham.  Alabma  3S229  ITl  uViTl 

Telephone:  (20S)8'r0- 299 1  I  ^ 


Beeson  Divinity  School  admits  qualified  students  of  any  age. 
color,  race,  sex  and  natiortal  or  ethnic  origin 


HWY  49  N  Hattiesburg,  MS  582-8461 


Revival  dates 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  » 


New  Orleans  Baptist 
Th^logical  Seminar 


Johnson  Creek  Church,  SUte  Line  Sunday,  May  27,  at  11  a  m.,  with 
(Greene):  May  27-June  1;  James  T.  covered  dish  dinner  at  noon  in  the 
Harrison,  Mobile,  Ala.,  evangelist;  Fellowship  Hall,  and  followed  by 
Voncille  Brewer,  State  Line,  music  sacred  music  concert;  Harold  McLen- 
leader;  services  nightly;  Thomas  don,  pastor  of  Gallman  Church, 
Greene,  supply  preacher.  Gallman,  guest  evangelist;  Hubert 

Smyrna  Church,  Hazlehurst,  Greer,  music  evangelist,  Brookhaven 
(Copiah) :  spring  revival.  May  27-May  to  direct  the  music;  Millard  Mackey, 
30;  beginning  with  homecoming  on  pastor. 


Homecomings 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
Van  Winkle  stain^  glass,  carpel. 

steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors. 

_  ...  -  theater  sears. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  30843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1  ■800-624-9627 

W»  rainocM  4  paint 


Thornhill  Church  (Rankin):  Meadow  Grove  Church,  Brandon: 

homecoming  on  May  27;  Sunday  homecoming;  May  27;  former  in- 
School  at  10  a.m. ;  worship  service  at  terim  pastor,  Evangelist  Gary  Bowlin, 
11  a.m^  dinner  on  the  ground.  The  g^t  speaker  for  the  11  a.m.  service; 
Voices  of  Praise  to  be  there  for  a  1  dinner  on  the  ground,  afternoon  sing- 
p.m.  gospel  singing;  Rudy  James,  ing;  Rick  Kennedy,  pastor, 
pastor. 

Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven:  Arlington  Church,  Bogue  Chitto: 

homecoming.  May  27 ;  Sunday  School  May  27 ;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m. ;  wor- 
at  10  a.m.;  worship  service  at  11  a.m.;  ship  at  11  a.m.;  former  pastor,  Pat 
old-fashioned,  “dinner  on  the  ground”  Lofton,  director  of  missions,  Epps, 
at  noon,  followed  by  an  afternoon  ser-  La.,  visiting  evangelist  for  the  mom- 
vice;  Roy  Humphrey,  pastor  of  Vieux  ing  service,  with  special  music  by 
C^rre  Cjhurch,  New  Orleans,  guest  Patricia  Russell,  Arlington  pianist, 
speaker  for  both  services;  Harold  and  Stan  Carter  of  Grandview 
Luther  Smith,  in  charge  of  music;  Church,  Pearl;  dinner  on  fhe 
Wiley  Reid,  pastor;  all  contributions  grounds;  afternoon  song  service; 
made  May  27  to  go  to  the  church  special  building  fund  offering  to  be 
cemetery  fund.  taken  to  complete  the  new  Sunday 

Duffee  Church,  Little  Rock  Schwl  rooms  a^,  fellowship  hall; 
( Newton ) :  May  27 ;  Sunday  ScIhmI,  10  jnusic  for  Uie  a^m^  to  pr^nt  the 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  W.  L.  (Bill)  owim:  Floj^  Marley  Grice  of 
Str^,  Fbrest,  guest  speaker;  chnner  (Uiur^  Lai^l;  Marie 

in  fellowship  hall,  noon;  aftemdhn  °!i  S? 

...  Kincf  onH  TioIa  UaawI  rsf  U7Ac>e>/\rk 


Lamar  men  reroof  DOM’s  house 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  etyle  to  meet  every 
need.  (Suality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOINQ  CO. 

■ox  30S-C  —  Oreewwoed,  IMes.  saSSO 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  .money? 
Example:  Male,  65,  non-smoker 
$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don'Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compare  belore  you  buy 


Just  for  the  Record 


Have  you  read  The  TheologiaU  EduaOor  Spiina  *90  bane? 

Featurbng  two  articles  by  Dr.  Claude  Howe,  professor,  tiOBTS 
From  Houston  to  Dallas:  Recent  Controversy  in  the  S.B-C. 

and 

From  Dallas  to  New  Orleans:  The  Controversy  Continues 
To  receive  a  copy,  send  a  check  for  $4  (kxdudes  postage)  to 
Theological  Educator  3939  Oentfly  Blvd.,  New  Orievis,  LA  70126 
(The  Theological  Educator  is  a  foumal  ^  thedogy  and  ndnistry 
jnMiOied  ty  the  faculty  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.) 


WATER  PARK 


Book  reviews 


It's  The  Place  To  Bel 

Family  Fun 


GIANT  WATER  SLIDES 


•  Volleyball 

•  Basketball 

•  Ping-Pong 

•  Swimming 

(Lifeguard  on  duty) 


Paddle  Boats 
Picnics 
Camping 
Game  Room 
Putt-Putt  Golf 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


Special  Group  Rates 


OPEN  DAILY 

SUN.-THURS.  9-6 
FRI.  &  SAT.  9-7 
582-8461 


NEEDED:  One  honest  and 
reliable  individual  with  secretarial 
skills  interested  in  fulltime 
employment  as  CHURCH  SECRE¬ 
TARY.  Contact  Paul  Truitt 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  at 
939-2975. 


I 

m 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Judah  foolishly  forsakes  Jehovah  God 


By  Wayne  Campbell 
Jeremiah  2:5-8,  11-13 

Charles  G.  FinnQr  had  a  keen  sense  of  humor 
which  he  often  had  trouble  controlling.  He  said 
he  could  never  preach  on  Jeremiah  2:13 
because  of  the  mental  image 
it  evoked.  He  envisioned 
some  mule-headed  fellow 
sweating  laboriously  over-a 
creaking  pump  in  an  empty 
cistern  while  ignoring  a  bulh 
bling  fountain  of  fresh  water 
that  overflowed  behind  him. 
Finney  dared  not  trust 
himself  with  that  text  before 
IHMv  a  congregation. 

Campbell  Ridiculous  though  the  pic¬ 
ture  is,  that  is  exactly  what 
God’s  people  had  done,  according  to  his  word 
to  Jeremiah.  God’s  stance  in  &is  passage 
seems  to  be  one  of  perplexity.  In  verse  5,  God 
poses  a  question  that  confronts  their  foolishness 
and  challenges  their  choice.  What  iniquity,  or 
what  inadequacy,  had  they  found  in  God  that 
they  should  choose  “emptiness”  in  preference 
to  what  he  offered  them?  How  could  th^  justify 
turning  away  from  God  to  that  which  was 


ed.  Instead  of  being  a  missionary  people  seek-  his  position  of  preeminence  in  our  hves, 
ing  to  show  the  one  true  God  to  other  peoples,  something  else  will  readily  take  his  place, 
they  had  allowed  their  neighbors  to  paganize  Despite  the  idolatry  of  the  pagans,  they  at 
them  and  their  worship  practices.  Some  had  least  were  faitldul  to  their  own  deiti^.  God’s 
totally  forsaken  the  wwship  of  Jehovah  in  favor  people  were  guilty  of  disloyalty  and  idolatry, 
of  Baal.  Others  had  sought  to  incorporate  Baal  An  aunt  of  mine  once  drank  Gorox.  It  was 
worship  into  their  own  religious  system.  The  mistake,  of  course.  When  the  bleach  was  used 
result  was*a  loss  of  true  worship  and  a  forfeiture  up,  she  would  keep  the  jug  as  a  container  for 
of  its  blessings.  ice  water.  One  August  afternoon  she  came  in 

When  we  allow  ourselves  to  forget  what  God  from  hanging  out  the  laundry,  (^)ened  the 

has  done  for  us  in  the  past;  when  we  forget  refrigerator,  and  grabbed  the  plastic  jug  from 

those  we  are  and  what  we  are  to  be  as  his  peo-  the  shelf.  What  she  didn’t  know  was  that  her 

pie ;  when  we  allow  our  worship  of  him  to  be  mother  had  seen  the  jug  of  bleach  sitting  on  the 

compromise,  we  need  to  remember  his  cry  to  cabinet,  and,  assuming  someone  had  left  the 

Judah.  Continual  reflection  upon  that  which  ice  water  out  of  the  refrigerator,  had  put  it  back 

God  has  done  and  is  seeking  to  do  for  us  and  where  it  belonged.  My  aunt  had  taken  three 

through  us  is  one  preventive  against  forsaking  mighty  gulps  of  chilled  bleach  before  she  stop- 

God.  Regular  genuine  worship  of  him  keeps  us  ped  for  a  breath.  The  laundry  bleach  had  been 

conscious  of  who  he  is  and  of  our  proper  rela-  put  where  the  ice  water  should  have  been,  and 
tionship  to  him.  If  ‘worship’  for  us  ever  becomes  had  unwittingly  been  trusted  to  quench  a  thirst 
simply  a  matter  of  being  in  a  certain  place  at  that  only  water  could  satisfy.  Not  only  did  the 
an  appointed  time  to  go  through  a  prescribed  bleach  fail  to  meet  the  need,  but  it  created  a 
program,  we  are  in  danger  of  forsaking  God.  whole  new  set  of  problems.  Such  is  the  prospect 

For  that  void  left  by  mindless  ritual  will  seek  that  invariably  faces  man  in  forsaking  God. 

fulfillment  elsewhere.  When  God  is  not  kept  in  Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


unable  to  satisfy  their  needs? 

Their  walking  after  “emptiness”  or  “vanity” 
was  like  pursuing  the  morning  mist  or  seeking 
to  capture  the  vapor  of  one’s  breath.  That  which 
they  pursued  was  without  substance.  Further, 
not  o^y  would  they  find  no  help  in  the  worthless 
gods  they  followed,  but  they  themselves  would 
become  “worthless”  or  “empty”  in  the  process. 
We  gradually  become  like  that  which  we  wor¬ 
ship  and  serve,  whether  that  worship  and  ser¬ 
vice  is  render^  consciously  or  not.  While  we 
may  not  always  catch  that  which  we  pursue, 
what  we  pursue  will  eventually  catch  us. 

Although  Judah’s  sins  were  many,  they  all 
stemmed  from  their  having  forsaken  Jehovah 
God.  They  had  disregarded  and  forgotten  his 
care  and  provision  for  them  during  their 
wilderness  wanderings.  God  had  brought  them 
into  a  land  where  their  every  need  was  abun¬ 
dantly  supplied.  But  their  prosperity  had  been 
selfishly  u^,  and  God’s  land  had  become  defil- 


Sources  of  spiritual  growth:  pain,  prayer,  practice 


practice  of  our  faith  (vss.  21-27).  It  is  not 
knowledge  of  Bible  facts  alone  that  causes  us 
to  grow;  it  is  the  doing  of  the  word  (vs.  22).  In 
contrasting  those  who  are  mature  and  those 
who  are  spiritual  babies,  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
described  mature  Chiistians  in  this  way: 
“Those  who  by  reason  of  use  have  their  senses 
exercised  .  . .”  (Heb.  5:14).  Jesus  told  us  to 
make  disciples  of  all  the  nations,  “teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you”  (Mt.  28:19-20). 

These  ingredients  for  spiritual  growth  are  im¬ 
portant  precisely  because  they  involve  ap¬ 
proaching  the  great  issues  of  life  in  a  way  that 
is  the  oi^xisite  of  the  world’s  approach.  The  goal 
of  unregenerate  man  is  not  endurance  and  joy 
through  trials;  it  is  life  without  trials.  The 
world’s  response  to  suffering  is  not  a  single- 
minded  prayer  for  wisdom,  but  the  selfish  pur¬ 
suit  of-tangible  gifts  from  on  high.  Further,  the 
unredeemed  do  not  consider  it  glory  to  obey  in 
humble  servanthood,  but  to  be  in  charge  and 
in  control.  In  short,  those  who  do  not  know 
Christ  do  not  know  the  way  of  the  cross,  but  it 
is  to  the  cross  that  Christ’s  followers  have  been 
called. 

.Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham, 
N.G.  (formerly  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport.) 


Truth  and  love  are  essential  elements  for  fellowship 


most  folks  would  not  be  well  enough  to  walk  out 
of  the  church  on  their  own.  Gaius’  spiritual 
health  was  evidenced  his  “walk  in  the  truth" 
(vs.  3).  Unlike  Diotrephes,  who  was  known  for 
his  “love  for  the  preeminence.”  (vs.  9)  Gaius 
was  humble,  unassuming,  and  generous  in  his 
service  to  Christ.  Lehman  Strauss  aptly 
described  Diotrephes  when  he  wrote, 
“Diotrephes  is  the  father  of  a  long  line  of  sons 
who  have  not  learned  to  distinguish  between 
love  for  CSirist  and  his  church  and  love  for  their 
own  place  in  it”  (The  Epistles  of  John,  p.  165). 
The  great  Greek  scholar,  A.  T.  Robertson,  wrote 
an  article  on  Diotrephes  for  religious  publica¬ 
tion.  He  labeled  Diotrephes  “the  church  bOTS,” 
and  presented  an  account  on  how  this  man 
might  operate  in  the  modern  church.  Robert¬ 
son  said  later,  j^robably  in  jest,  that  20  deacons 
had  written  the  editor  cancelling  their  subscrip¬ 
tions  because  they  considered  it  a  personal 
attack. 

Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon. 


By  Tommy  Vinson 


Mr.  Jerry  Davie 
Mr.  k  Mrt.  Jotan  W.  Edwarde 
Mn.  MIC.  Scarborough 
Mra.  Niaa  C.  Davis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  A. 
Hensleigh 

Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mn.  Mary  A.  Thomas 
Mn.  E.  K  Norwood 
Mr.  J.  D.  Deaa 
Mr.  k  Mn  Curtis  E.  Miller 


baptist 

Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Mr.  Jerry  Decs 
Mr.  k  Mn.  M.  D.  Dunn 
Irby  DcLap 
Rachel  Hooper 
RaaaM  Delk 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Charles  McPhaU 
Mn.  Lucille  Bodie 
Mr.  A  Mn.  D.  S.  Bowering 
Joha  Dcmeat 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Robert  Calloway  Deaais 
Mn.  J.  P.  Maxwell  Smith 
Mn  Raby  DIU 
Mn.  Lubye  Tbwery 
Cbcrye  Ana  Dadds 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eric  Whitley 
Mn.  Mittie  Fae  Dolicr 
_  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans 
Mn.  Dymple  Dorrob 
Mn.  Rose  Quinn 
Mn.  Jim  (Dymple)  Derreta 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  J.  Jaggan 
Mn.  J.  M.  Rutledge 
Mn.  Gcrtrade  Dead 
Mn.  Ben  Hays 
Mr.  W.  H.  (Hank)  Dowling 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  &  Dowling 
A  Family 

Mn.  Lozelle  Dowling 
Mn.  Amelia  Downing 
Jeannie  H.  Parks 
Mr.  Aodley  Downs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Ibylor 
Mn.  Charles  Droffner 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  P«x>le  A  Sons 
Chuck  Duckworth 
Mn.  Mary  Anna  Pope 
Mn.  Lorena  Duke 
Jeannie  H.  Parks 
Mr.  Dukes 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  0.  Baker 
James  Dunavant 
Mn.  Nettie  Scruggs 
Mr.  J.  C.  (Sonny)  Duncan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  Hardage 
Mr.  James  Dann 
Mn.  Winfred  (Lottie) 
Calleder 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lewyl  Cockerham 
Mn.  Warren  Hart 
Ken  Dye 

Siloam  Baptist  Church 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  all(x:ated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mn.  Adah  Case  Melissa  Danielle  Carban 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Clement  W.  Sliede  A  Audrey  Hill 

Bowlin  Sean  Cauntlss 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  Westbrook  Mn.  Donald  Allen 
Mr.  Hubert  Caverly  Mn.  H.  B.  Whatley 

Mr.  A  Mn  Geor^  Percy  Mr.  Mark  Cox 
Mn.  Pauline  ChamMess  Dr.  A  Mn.  James  Clay  Hays 

Mr.  A  Mn  Gerald  Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  W.  King 

Hasselman  Mn.  Margie  Crabill 

Mn.  Ella  Chandler  Mn.  Lottie  V.  Haynes 

Mn.  Bonnie  Doler  Mr.  Amos  Cradgock 

Mn.  Opal  Howell  Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E.  Clark 

Mn.  Vera  Cheatham  Mn.  Ernestine  Crane 

Dr.  James  M.  Marble  Mr.  A  Mn.  IVuman  Moore 

Mary  Lou  Childress  Mr.  Ed  G.  Crkk 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  O’Neal  Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  E.  Campbell 

Mr.  C.  diilds  Dr.  A  Mn.  Eugene  I.  Ftarr 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Croft  Mr.  John  L.  Crocker 

Mr.  Hiram  Bascom  Chism  Mr.  Grady  McLaurin 

Mn.  Uene  T.  Kennedy  Mn.  AUyne  H.  Pigott 

Ihssie  Clanton  Nell  Oockett 

Mn.  Eloise  Avery  FBC,  Holly  Springs 

Mn.  Evelyn  Clark  Mr.  Earl  Crouin 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Garry  Randall  Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  D.  SpeU 
Mn.  Zena  Clark  Mary  Nell  Crowell 

Magnolia  Apt.  SS  Class,  FBC  Mn.  Jessie  S.  Brooks 
Eapora  Mr.  Marvin  Hugh  Crowley 

Mn.  Frances  Oay  Mr.  A  Mn.  Myron  Johnson 

Mn.  Simon  TUmer  A  Jim  Mr.  A  Mn.  Allen  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  Ihmer  Mn.  Gladys  Crowson 

Mr.  Buck  Csher  Mn.  Eldith  Aldridge 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tbrry  Champion  Mr.  A  Mn.  Calvin  A.  Moore 
A  Wendy  Mn.  Louise  Danghdrill 

Mn.  Ruby  Cole  Mr.  A  Mn.  Clifton  Mobley 

Mn.  Jewell  G.  Beasley  Carter  Davis 

Thomas  Coleman  Mr.  A  Mn.  Ron  Bennett 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  J.  Williams  Frank  B.  Davis 
Sandra  CoueiTy  ^  Mn.  Curtis  Culpepper  A 

Deborah  SS,  FBC  Poplarville  Fhmily 
Mr.  Vernon  Cooper  Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  Davis 


Approximately  one  year  ago,  the  Village  Administration  instituted 
a  career  ladder  for  its  child  care  workers,  in  an  effort  to  upgrade  the 
training,  qualifications,  and  status  of  this  segment  of  the  staff.  Two 
of  the  child  care  workers  have  recently  attained  senior  child  care  worker 
status,  which  is  a  significant  accomplishment,  denoting  at  least  eight 
years  of  service  in  addition  to  extensive  training.  This  is  the  highest 
rating  which  a  child  care  worker  can  achieve. 

Those  receiving  this  recognition  were  Frances  Boyanton  (right) 
and  Mildred  Turner  (left).  Mrs.  Boyanton  joined  the  Village  staff 
in  1976,  has  served  as  virtually  every  Village  facility,  and  is  currently 
serving  in  the  Maternity  Care  Program.  Mrs.  Turner  joined  the  staff 
in  1982,  and  is  currently  serving  in  the  Chemical  Dependency  Pro¬ 
gram,  having  served  in  other  programs  also. 

We  commend  these  ladies  for  their  dedication,  and  for  the  very 
fine  job  they  do  and  the  influence  they  continue  to  have  in  the  lives 
of  Mississippi  children. 


MEMORIALS 


Mn.  Kay  Reed  Bums 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  O.  Baker 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  Leland 
Mr.  Luke  Burrow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace  A 
Dan 

Mn.  Olene  Miles  Bussey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  E.  Provine 
Mr.  Pat  Butler 
Mn.  Mary  Lee  Lowry 
Vanessa  Lucille  Byan 
Ms.  Cecelia  Driver 
Mn.  Venie  Rec  Byrd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Percy  Adams,  Jr. 
Mn.  Geaa  Martin 
Mr.  Leroy  (Ray)  Cala 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  D.  Mann 
Ms.  Patricia  Walston 
Mn.  Ruth  Carlyle 
Mr  A  Mn.  Celian  H.  Lewis 
Sister  of  Mn.  Edna  Camer 
Mn.  W.  A.  Ladner 
Wesley  K.  Carpenter 
Graeber  Brotben  Inc. 

Clyde  Carrier,  II 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mary  Chiistiae  Carter 
Jimmy.  Marlene  A  Joseph 
Chandler 

Mn.  Jimmy  C.  Chandler 
Mn.  Rose  Carter 


Taryn  Lee  Harris 
Mn.  Betty  D.  Jensen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Loyd  Smith  Jr 
Jewell  Harrisoa 
Mn.  Eloise  Avery 
Mr.  W.  D.  Harrisoa 
'  Mn.  Debbie  Bagwell  A 
Family 

Mn.  Becky  Smith  A  Family 
Mn.  Emmalyne  Harrison 
Mr  A  Mn.  Garry  Randall 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  Albritton 


Dr.  Frank  R.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  J.  Pace  A 
Dan 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Winfred  Callender 
Mn.  Mildred  Stamps 
Maicna  C.  Faster 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Carlson 
Mn.  Ellen  K.  Fox 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  S. 
Martin  Jr. 

Mn.  C.  F.  Fullllove 
Mr.  A  Mn.  M.  D.  Dunn 


Dale  Gordon 

Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
'Alan  Gossett 

Mn.  Minnie  (Gossett 
Mn.  Robbie  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Melvin  Carter  A 
Lee 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  O'Neal 
Grandmother  of  Mn.  Sam  Hall 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ekidie  Morgan 
Laura  Coker  Grantham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  0.  Watkins 


Mn.  Merta  Lou  Dye 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Lillian  Reid  Edwards 
Mn.  IVuman  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  A.  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mn.  F.  M.  Jones 
Mrs  Beulah  Edwards 
Mn.  Marlin  Bradberry 
Mn.  Leona  Ekes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  E. 
Woodruff 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Ellerbe 
Nursery  A  SS  Dept.,  FBC  ~ 
Vicksburg 

Mn.  Velma  H.  Welch 
Miss  Gertrude  Fbrd 
Mn.  Marguerite  Ellis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Garland  Smith 
Mn.  Carrie  H.  Ertie 
Tbmmy  Hancock  Fhmiy 
Mn.  Mary  Belle  Hurt  Ervin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  J.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibm  Rice 
Jess  Herbert  Everett 
Mn.  Ophelia  Chatham 
Mrs  Everett 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist 
Church 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Louis  Marsalis 
William  Watts  Harvey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Clyde  C.  Hemphill 


Miss  Elsie  Hughes 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Woodrow  Pack 


Mn.  J.  W.  Grantham 
Mn.  Sue  D.  Hankins 
Mn.  Olive  Grantham 
Mn.  Mable  McBay 
Mr.  Brown  Graves 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  Kelly 
Mn.  Guy  Gravlee.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibby  Majure 

Mn.  Betty  Greeson 
Mn.  Hazel  P.  Banister 
Miss  Penny  Haab 
Carl  A  Louise  Draughn 
Mn.  Emmett  Hale 
FBC  Holly  Springs 
Mn.  Nannie  Hale 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  E.  Provine 
Mn.  Bonnie  Haley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  E.  Ray 
Mn.  Bessie  A.  Saway 
Mr.  Hall 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibby  Majure 
Mr.  Hiram  J.  Hall 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Eugene  I.  Farr 
Mr.  William  G.  Hall 
Board  of  Ministerial 
Education 
Sara  Linton 


M.  V.  Furlow 

Charlotte  A  Orry  Broome 
Mr.  Dan  Gabucci 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibrry  Champion 
A  Wendy 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Gaddis 
Ms.  Mary  A.  Messenmith 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Potosi  Company 
Ms.  Amy  C.  Beard 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dwight  Gaddis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  L.  Miller 
TEL  Class,  SjiHngfield  BC 
Mr.  Philip  R.  Gaddis 
Mn.  Sybil  Gallaspy 
Mn.  Dorothy  Jean  Downing 
Mn.  Thelma  Galloway 
Mn.  Aline  Myen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hood  Gariand 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E.  Clark 
Mn.  A.  W.  Garraway 
Miss  Jean  Graves 
Misses  Honor  A  M.  J.  Ingram 
Polly  Garrigues 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  Etheridge 
Lee  M.  Gentry 
Mn.  Roma  Cox 
Ms.  Joy  K.  Riddle 
Mn.  J.  T.  Gilbert 


Mn.  Carrie  Mae  Manton 
Hathom 

Mr.  A  Mn.  0(nl  O.  Holland 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lamar  Arthur 
Mr.  Marian  Hays 
Mr.  A  Mn.  ciennis  Duck 
Miss  Christine  Turney 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ben  Tiimey 
Mn.  Bill  Health 
Mn.  Margaret  C.  Davis 
Mn.  Edna  Hearon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  E. 
Wo(xlruff 
Lavernc  Heflin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edward  L. 
Crocker 

Mist  Jennie  HeMt 
Mn.  BiU  Knight 
Mn.  Onida  Hemphill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leiin  Clark 
Mr.  Caiiot  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hobart  Daniels 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Richard  Hanson 
Mn.  Beth  Henderson 


There  is  immediate  need  for  mature,  Christian  couples 
and  ladies,  age  30  to  60  years,  to  serve  as  child  care 
worker  on  our  residential  child  care  staff.  Applicants  must 
be  in  gcxxl  physical  and  emotional  health,  prepared  to  ac¬ 
cept  24-hour  per  day  residential  assignment  with  children. 


No  previous  experience  required  —  we  wiii 
tiein 

Adequate  cash  aaiary;  room  and  board 
furnished 

Exceiient  insurance  and  retirement  program 
interesting  opportunity  for  Vocationai 
Christian  service 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Cliff  Bailey 


Mn.  Marguerite  Brassel 
Mr.  John  Hamilton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Mn.  Myrtle  Bransh^nd 
Ms.  Claudine  Davis 
Ms.  Sue  Reynolds 

Mr.  John  Ham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  R.  Crow 
Mr.  Leonard  Hardin 
Mn.  Jessie  S.  Brooks 
Mr.  Max  8.  Harmon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Hardin 
Mr.  H.  H.  Harrahon.  Jr. 
Forest  Baptist  Church 


Ms.  Katy  Lou  Yarbrough 


Dr.  Ibm  Hcaalngton,  Jr. 

Phoebe  FBC  McComb 
Thomas  A.  Hester,  III 
Mn.  Doris  S.  Ellis 
Mr.  Nelson  Higginbotham 
Mn.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Bolmer  Hill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Long 
Mn.  Gladys  Hill 
Mn.  Betty  D.  Jensen 
Mr.  Andrew  N.  Hfaitcox 
Mn.  Ann  B.  Carter 
Mn.  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
Mn.  Ruby  Hkt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mr.  Max  Hoben 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L.  Barlow 


Southern  Prosthetics  A 
Orthotks,  Inc 
Mr.  Oyde  GUIespie 
Mr.  A  Mn.  G.  E.  TUmer 
Mn.  Helen  B.  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  L.  Kirk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Earl  Pittman 
Mr.  Keith  Gbin 
Mn.  Anna  G.  Thibodeaiu 
Mn.  G.  T.  Glover 
Mn.  W.  A.  Ladner 
Mn.  Tina  Benton  GodboM 
Mr.  A  Mn  E.  M  Whitehead 
Mn.  Mildred  Goforth 
Mr.  Charles  Warren 
Mr.  Steven  Goodin 
Mn.  Van  Barrier 
Mr.  A  Mn  J.  L.  Knight 
Grandson  of  Mr.  A  Mn.  (Kho 
Goolsby 

Mn.  Lorene  R.  Everett 


Mr.  Robert  Fairchild  ^ 

Mn.  Spencer  H.  Barret 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Oyde  Fisher 
Mn.  Ltada  Fascilla 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
W.  J.  Ferguson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hiram  E.  Davis 


For  further  details  contact: 
Henry  M.  Glaze 
922-2242 


Mr.  Boyce  C.  Fitackerly 
Mn.  L.  E.  Green 
R.  C.  Fitzgerald 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stephen  W. 

Fitzgenid 
Mr.  T.  A.  Fleming 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Mullins 
Mn.  Willie  Mae  Flynt 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Flynt 
Mn.  Wilda  Foley 
Mn.  Ed  Smith 
Miss  Orin  Ford 
Jeannie  H.  Parks 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 

EOE 


Hennritta  Harriet 
Mn.  Kafherine  E.  Ladner 
Laurtne  Harris 
Claudine  Davit 
Sue  Reynolds 
Mr.  Tbm  Ernest  Harris 
Mr  A  Mn.  Billy  Tbylor 


(To  be  continued) 
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Church  Administration  chooses 
“Small  Church  Pastors  of  the  Year 


Nashville,  gives  yearly  recognition  to 
pastors  of  small  churches  “who 
display  noteworthy  and  meritorious 
achievement  in  pastoral  ministry 
and/or  denominational  service.” 

The  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Julius  Thompson,  director,  chose  Hill 
and  Cobb  as  Mississippi  nominees 
and  entered  their  names  in  national 
competition. 

Then  the  Church  Administration 
Department,  BSSB,  selected  two  for 
From  a  tree  to  an  Army  surplus  tent  to  a  mobile  chapel.  New  Life  Baptist  the  national  title.  Small  Church 
Church  is  moving  toward  a  permanent  home.  Pastor  of  the  Year,  one  from  the 

Last  summer  a  majority  of  the  Baptist  members  of  a  union  Baptist  and  eastern  USA  and  one  from'  the 

Methodist  church  at  Leaf  voted  to  begin  a  full  time  program.  western  USA.  National  winners,  who 

On  July  16,  1989,  the  group  met  at  ffie  home  of  Homer  Dunham.  Sunday  will  be  recognized  at  Ridgecrest  or 
School  classes  were  held  in  the  yard  with  smaller  children  in  the  house.  The  Glorieta  later  this  year,  are  Richard 

worship  service  was  under  the  shade  of  an  oak  tree.  Wright,  pastor.  Faith  Church,  War- 

That  day  the  group  organized  by  electing  Sunday  School  teachers,  officers,  wick,  R.I.,  and  J(rfin  Richards,  pastor, 
and  calling  a  pastor,  Jerry  Rawls,  who  had  been  the  Baptist  pastor  of  the  union  Village  Church,  Jordan  Valley,  Ore. 
church.  They  called  the  new  work  Leaf  Baptist  Mission.  There  were  63  in  Sun-  Wayne  Hill  has  lived  most  of  his  life 
day  School,  72  in  worship,  and  65  in  evening  worship  that  first  day.  in  Winston  County.  He  received 


Finally,  a  New  Life 


soul  according'  to  Danny»4t'  a  West 

Jerry  Stevens.  member,  said,  “Brother  Wayne  per- 

director  missions.  sonifies  Jesus’  description  success 

A  bi-vocational  minister.  Hill  stated  in  Mark’s  words,  “Whosoever 
assistant  director  of  the  Millsaps  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be  ser- 
-s.'  Vocational  Center  at  Starkville.  As  a  vant  of  all.” 

-  ■■  *  .  teacher  of  vocational  training.  In  the  association,  he  is  pastors’ 

Stevens  said,  “he  is  in  contact  with  conference  president,  member  of  the 

jnt  IS  used  as  meeting  place  for  20  weeks.  some  1,200  students.  As  their  administrative  committee,  and  a 

The  fourth  week  they  purchased  an  Army  surplus  tent  (12  x  52),  put  down  counselor  and  friend,  he  has  led  many  trustee  of  the  association.  Outside  the 

wooden  floor,  brought  in  a  piano,  pulpit,  and  PA  system  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus.”  His  association,  he  is  secretary  for  the  Bi- 

Said  Pastor  Rawls,  “We  worship^  in  the  tent  for  20  straight  weeks  with  counseling  experience  has  touched  vocational  Pastors’  Conference, 

mday  School  classes  meeting  outside  in  the  yard.  During  that  20  weeks,  it  many  problems  that  affect  youth.  Group  4. 

jver  rained  on  us  nor  was  it  ever  t(X)  cold  to  have  services.”  such  as  drugs  and  suicide.  Bobby  E.  Cobb  has  been  pastor  of 

He  added,  “As  winter  approached,  God  blessed  us  by  providing  a  mobile  During  his  pastorate  at  West  End,  Randolph  CTiurch  since  June  1981.  He 
lapel  through  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  church  has  grown  substantially,  completed  requirements  for  a  degree 
st  Convention  Board.”  He  said  that  after  they  received  the  mobile  chapel,  from  140  members  in  1986  to  181  in  at  Blue  Mountain  College  after  mov- 
ley  had  some  of  the  coldest  and  wettest  weather  of  recent  years.  Baptisms  in  1986  totalled  two;  in  ing  there. 

T  ^*1'  -^11 1  reached  13.  Last  year.  West  Wade  Allen,  director  of  missions. 

End  Church  was  first  in  bai^isms  and  Pontotoc  County  stated,  “Bobby  Cobb 

•  second  in  church  'growth  in  the  may  be  characterized  by  the  follow- 

p  '  Winston  Association.  ing  words  .  . .  listener,  learner,  lover, 

-r*-.  Hill  has  led  the  church  to  organize  leader,  and  minister.  The  church  he 

jM  a  Brotherhood  and  an  RA.  He  and  his  serves  was  problem  ridden  when  he 


Bobby  E.  Cobb 


A  mobnt'Chapel  is  provided  by  the  Cooperative'Missions  Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  for  the  New  Life  Church. 

Mobile  chapels  are  placed  with  new  churches  through  state  mission  offer¬ 
ing  funds.  The  program  is  administered  by  the  (Operative  Missions  Depart¬ 
ment,  Ray  Grissett,  director.  A  total  of  17  chapels  are  owned  by  the  braid 
for  use  in  new  work  areas. 

Now  the  church,  which  took  the  name  New  Life  Baptist  Church,  has  14  acres 
on  Highway  57  on  the  Greene  and  George  County  line. 

There  are  118  enrolled  in  Sunday  School  with  an  average  attendance  of  72. 

Pastor  Rawls,  a  bivocational  minister  who  works  as  chief  administrative 
technologist  at  Forrest  General  Hospital,  reports  31  baptisms  since  last  July. 

The  group  is  in  the  process  of  grading  and  paving  for  the  foundation  of  a 
permanent  church  building  whi^  will  go  up  shortly. 

Said  Rawls,  ‘The  value  of  new  works  started  under  God’s  will  is  proven  time 
and  time  again.  Our  experience  has  not  been  any  different.” 
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New  Life  Church  dedicates  14  acres  of  land  and  breaks  ground  for  construction 
of  building 


